
HENN: 

HETZNER: 

HENN: 

HETZNER: 

HENN: 

HETZNER: 

HENN: 

HETZNER: 

HENN: 

HETZNER: 

HENN: 

Henn Interview 

27 

the outstanding alumni award or something like that last spring. 

I don't know where he fits into the student area but Rosenquist is 

back in Pediatrics. 

Was he here before. I thought we got him just completely from the 

outside. 

Oh no, he was a student that graduated here. 

So is the man down in Practice. Young, he'd been a student here 

and went away and came back. 

Where did Aronson fit into all this. 

Well, Mr. Aronson used to, this is kind of interesting, what do 

you call it, principal or something at Benson High School. 

Some counselor wasn't he? 

No, of a high school here in town. 

Oh I mean the Benson High School counselor, wasn't he because he 

talked about. Howard Swanson is principal out there; his wife worked 

for the library. 

And then he went down to Lincoln. 

Yea. 

And he became part of the University's.,! don't know exactly, Student 

Affairs or Registrar, I don't know; and then he was in contact at any 

rate with our office up here. I know they used to have, every year 

they would have a night when we would invite interested students 

who thought they might want to be in medicine. We'd have a big dinner 

over at ConklingHall and they'd come up in buses and Mr. Aronson was 

always in charge showing people around. And then he came up here 

permanently and I don't know exactly what he did alone but now he's 

very closely associated with the Registrar's Office and Mrs. Coon; 

in fact she calls him her boss. I don't know if that's exactly the 
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word but at any rate he's been very helpful developing programs. 

Well, he was at Benson High School when Tom Tollman was there, 

because he talked about it the other day. Did I tell you Tom is 

at the University of Omaha now, Tom Tollman. 

Oh yes you did, but not in medicine. 

No, he's a librarian. 

Librarian, yea. 

Well, let's see, who else can we ••. what do you think about 

Shubik, or shall we talk about it. 

Well, I don't think we ought to. I have a funny feeling that Dr. 

Shubik has got his problems, but I don't know how true it is. He 

denies things and HEW says other things and I really don't know 

what's true. 

Well, I don't either. Cromwell is on campus now most of the time. 

Acting Director. 

Director of the Institute. 

And people have suggested that he ought to help me with an interview 

with him. He's been around so long. 

Yes, I took chemistry from him, Norman Cromwell, when I was in 

college, a student in Lincoln, many years ago. 

Well, he was down there in the area of Dean of Faculties or something 

like that. Assistant Chancellor for Academic Affairs or something. 

Do you remember Lawrence Bennett? Physiology. 

I certainly do. 

Grissom is going to interview him and he has asked me to give him 

a list of topics to talk to Bennett about and I'm having a rather 

difficult time. 
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HENN: Well. you might talk some about how physiology and pharmacology 

were at one time one department and then how they separated 

and he became chairman of the one and Dr. McIntyre became chairman 

of the other. They ran separate departments. 

HETZNER: Speaking of splitting up the departments, were you around when 

they split up Bacteriology and Pathology? At one time that was 

one department. 

HENN: Yes, I believe I was. That was a long time ago. I don't remember 

too much about it. 

HETZNER: Well, you must have been a student then. 

HENN: Probably. 

HETZNER: And I was pretty new on the job. 

HENN: Yes, I probably was. That's awfully hazy with me. 

HETZNER: It seems to me that Bennett was involved in some of this muscle 

testing bit, you know, research in the field of muscle activity. 

HENN: That I can't verify either. I don't know what his real big ... 
Bennett 

HETZNER: And A. E •. / was before your time wasn't he? 

HENN: Well, just. 

HETZNER: Just before my time, too. I've been in correspondence with him 

lately. 

HENN: Oh have you. 

HETZNER: He sent back all of his films that he took a lot of movies that 

had to do with shock treatment, fever therapy, and so on. I 

thought of something else. 

HENN: Was it McIntyre who did some work with Curare? 

HETZNER: Yes, I think that Bennett helped him, you know, with that. I 

don't know how to spell Curare. 

HENN: CUR ARE. 
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That's the way I was spelling it. (Laughter.) How about that. 

Great. 

How about Bob Wigton? 

Well, when I went to school his father was teaching Neurology and 

so I had him as a Neurology, one of my Neurology teachers, and then 

Bob came to Medical School. He took a long time to decide but then 

he came and was and stayed in Medicine. Also got involved in admini­

strative work, too, and now, as things have changed I don't know, 

but ••• 

We did very well the other day but I wanted to come back and 

particularly talk about the development of the Assistant Deanship. 

We didn't really talk about that, did we. 

Yes, we did. 

Oh, we did? 

We did. We started out with that. Now if I have in some way 

ruined the tape I'll probably come back (laughter). 

Oh no. 

But everybody is going to be very grateful to you for giving us 

this tape so we can have it in the archives. 

I am glad if I have contributed anything, why fine, and what's 

useful, use and what isn't, isn't. I know this. I am proud to 

have been a graduate and a member of the faculty. 

Well, I think that is just great and it's on tape. It will go into 

the archives and everybody will know it from now on in. 

Okay. 

Thank you, Mary Jo. 

You're very welcome, Bernice. 
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FOR THE RECORD: 

It should be noted that this tape was made when Dr. Mary Jo Henn was in the 

hospital, Nebraska Methodist Hospital, and in traction, but graciously consented 

to talk with me. Also, for the record, I would like to append this biographical 

sketch on Dr. Mary Jo Henn. 


