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NTRODUCTION

In May 2000, Dean Armitage and Associate Dean Klintberg took me to
lunch. Recognizing that there is no such thing as a free lunch, my defenses were
up. When the shoe dropped, I was asked to bring the history of the College of
Medicine up-to-date. The Dean was of the opinion that four significant events
had occurred which warranted extending the written history after only twenty
years. I was quite reluctant and lunch ended with my agreeing to “think about
it". Finally in August | agreed, albeit still reluctantly.

As I pointed out to the Dean, because of my commitment to flower
gardening [ have devoted only part of the three winter months to the project
cach year. I have interviewed appropriate individuals who had the information T
needed and/or were involved in both sides of controversial issues. In addition, T
reviewed the Medical Center’s internal publications, news media, “The First
Hundred Years of the University of Nebraska College of Medicine”, “The
University of Nebraska Hospital The First Seventy-Five Years 1917-1992", and
any other historical sources I could find. The four significant events which
prompted this update were: changes in the curriculum in the College of
Medicine, the merger of the University and Clarkson Hospitals, the controversy
regarding fetal cell research, and the controversy which resulted in the
resignation of Chancellor Aschenbrener.

It will become obvious to the reader that this not a narrative history of

the twenty years. I have covered the four “issues” and filled in necessary and
iate details about the continuing of the College of Medicine

and the Medical Center. There is a fairly extensive reference list documenting
my sources of written material. The specific content of significant interviews
obviously cannot be documented. I have tried to provide details about
departments, administration and physical changes which may be useful for
future reference.

I'hope that the reader will get some appreciation of the fairly significant
changes that have occurred in the past twenty years and have added to the
continuing growth of the College of Medicine over 120 years.

F. Miles Skultety, M.D.
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PHYSICAL CHANGES

In the 20 years from 1980 to 2000, a number of physical changes have
occurred on the University of Nebraska Medical Center campus. A solarium
was added to the fifth floor of the University of Nebraska Hospital above the
Lions Eye Institute in 1981-82. It was funded by the Hospital Auxiliary with
money from the Hospital Gift Shop (19). An extension of Emily Street from 45%
Street to Saddle Creek Road was opened in December of 1984 significantly
increasing access to the Medical Center (21).

‘The College of Nursing moved into a new building on the southeast corner
of 42" street and Dewey Avenue in 1976 (65) and the building it previously
occupied was designated as the Specialty Services Pavilion. It housed the
Nebraska Pain Management Center, Outpatient Surgical Unit, some hospital
administrative offices, and various other programs at different times. In 1984, a
number of rooms in the Specialty Services Pavilion were refurbished into motel
type lodgings and “University House” was started providing housing for
patients from outside of Omaha undergoing outpatient evaluation as well as
relatives of patients from outside of Omaha receiving inpatient treatment at the
Medical Center.

In October of 1989, the Department of Ophthalmology and the Lions Eye
Institute moved into a building at Dewey Avenue and 40" Street. The vacated
hospital space became the University Clinical Cancer Center for outpatient
services (21). In March 2001, the area became the Geriatric Medicine Service
Clinic and the Cancer Clinic moved to the Lied Transplant Center.

1n1990 a new edition to the Hattie B. Monroe Pavilion established a
connection to the Meyer Rehabilitation Unit. The addition contained new
recreational programs, research laboratories, and a motor analysis laboratory
(35). In 1997, the Hattie B. Monroe Pavilion combined administratively with the
Meyer Rehabilitation Unit to form the Monroe-Meyer Institution for Genetics
and Rehabilitation.

In 1985, the Nebraska Psychiatric Institute was incorporated
administratively into the University of Nebraska Hospital. In 1987, the
Psychiatry Inpatient Program was moved to St. Joseph’s Mental Health Center.
This provided space for a Geriatric Rehabilitation Unit (32) which started
accepting patients on June 3, 1989. The Eating Disorders Program, which had
been at the Swanson Center since 1983, moved into the Geriatric Center Building
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Figure 1. Addition to Hattie B. Monroe Pavilion connecting to the Meyer Rehabilitation Unit.

in'1988. The Pain Management Program which had been in the Specialty
Services Building since 1978, moved to the Geriatric Center in 1990

In 1988 the Board of Regents approved the University Health Care Project to
provide needed increased outpatient facilities. The project was funded by
donations and some hospital income. No State tax dollars were used. A five-
story, 750 stall parking structure was built on the West end of the proposed
complex across 44" Street from the Geriatric Center. A helicopter landing pad
for the Life Flight Helicopter was constructed on the roof. The main building
contained outpatient clinics for ten services, some departmental offices, six
operating rooms, and a number of ancillary services (20). It was occupied in the
spring of 1993 and an official dedication occurred April 23, 1993. The name was
changed from the University Health Care Project to the Outpatient Care Center.
In 1998 in response to a very generous donation from Charles and Marge
Durham the building was renamed the Durham Outpatient Center (55).




Figure 2. The Eppley Hall o Science
il fie loor addition

Figure 3. The Durham
Outpatient Center

‘The previous University of Nebraska Clinic Building which had housed
‘many of the outpatient clinics was converted into clinical department offices and
the building was renamed “University Medical Associates”.

Five additional stories were added to the Eppley Hall of Science. The work
started in 1991 and in March 1993, researchers began moving into the new
addition. The seventh and eighth floors were oceupied by scientists from the
Eppley Institute and the ninth and tenth floors by other researchers from the
College of Medicine. The sixth floor had additional administrative offices (41).



. Figure 4. Library renovation -
before and after 1999

Figure 5. The Sicvers Facility for
Interactive Instruction

A building at 37" Street and Dewey Avenue was purchased by the Medical
Center and modified to serve as a temporary residence for the families of
patients undergoing transplant. It opened in 1991 as “The Potter House” under
alease to the Children’s Transplant Association which ran the project (22). The
Ronald McDonald House at 31 Street and Jones Street resides in a building
leased from the University of Nebraska Medical Center. It serves as a home-

away-from-home for the families of pediatric patients and can be used by any of
the Omaha hospitals (43).




On July 8, 1991, the Sievers Facility for Interactive Instruction was dedicated
on the eighth floor of the McGoogan Library. The facility was named in honor
of Dr. Rudolph Sievers, a 1939 graduate of the College of Medicine. It was
supported by a leadership pledge from the Sievers family and gifts from many
Medical Center supporters and the Classes of ‘37, 38,65, and ‘91. The facility
includes 12 computers, software programs, and other equipment necessary for
interactive learning (38).

An extensive renovation of the sixth and seventh floors of the McGoogan
Library of Medicine was carried out between October of 1999 and January 2001.
At the same time a generous gift from Drs. James and Wendy Linder, graduates
of the College of Medicine, added a student lounge to the sixth floor of the
Library adjacent to the entrance. It is named the Linder Library Lounge and
contains vending machines for food and drink, an ice machine and a microwave.
Students are able to use their lap top computers from network connections at
wall mounted tables. Leisure seating is located throughout the 730 square foot
area (81).




‘The South Laboratory building was renamed Bennett Hall in honor of Dr. A.
Lawrence Bennett, retired Professor of Physiology/Pharmacology, who died in
1995 (52).

AStudent Fitness Center had originally been built as an addition to the
Good Shepard Home on 40° Street in 1962, The University purchased the
house, razed it, and updated the Fitness Center in 1974 (54). It was renovated
again and two stories added in February 1995. The new facility was dedicated
as the Student Life Center on June 22,1996 (55). It contains the Thomas Heiser
Strength and Fitness Facility. Dr. Heiser was a former Cornhusker football
player and a graduate of the College of Medicine. He was paralyzed in an
accident in 1990 but ultimately returned to his practice. Money donated by his
family and friends financed the facility. In addition the Center contains a
bookstore, student lounge, and centralized student services and offices.

Demolition of Conkling Hall began in March of 1996 to make way for the
Lied Transplant Center. Conkling Hall was built in 1923 and served as a
residence for student nurses. In 1950 the School of Nursing moved to a new
building and Conkling Hall subsequently housed Student Services, the Physical
‘Therapy Division, Physicians Assistant Program, Office of Academic Affairs,
and a number of departmental offices (57).

Starting with a 15 million dollar donation from the Lied Foundation the
transplant center was financed by private donations and no State tax dollars
were used. Construction
started in 1996 and the
building was dedicated
November 25, 1998 (88).
‘The Center is a 14 story,
259,000 square feet
complex. There are
research laboratories in
floors 9-12. The first 11
floors contains cooperative
care suites, University
House guest rooms, the
Peggy D. Cowdry Patient
Care Center, outpatient
facilities for diagnosis and

Figure 7. The Student Life Center



Figure 8. The Lied
Transplant Center

treatment of cancer, blood disease, and solid organ transplant patients, plus a
number of other facilities. The innovative program of the Center employs the
cooperative care patient suites. The transplant procedures are carried out in the
hospital. When the patients become ambulatory, they are moved to the
transplant center. The patient has a care partner, usally a family member, who
stays with the patient and learns the skills necessary to support the patient. The
patient and the care partner learn what they need to do from admission to
discharge to care at home.

A number of modifications not involving extensive physical changes
occurred within the hospital and other parts of the Medical Center in the last 20
years and are not appropriately detailed here. The opening of a pediatric
intensive care unit, neonatal intensive care unit, a separate oncology/bone



‘marrow unit for the care of patients undergoing transplantation and the Baby
Place an independent area for b, deliver, recovery and postpartum care to
mention but a few.

‘The Board of Regents approved a program statement to erect a “Research
Center for Excellence” designed primarily for research laboratories and some
educational components. At this time it is under construction at 45 Street
between Dewey Avenue and Emile Street at the previous site of the Geriatric
Center which was demolished to make room for the new building, Outpatient
‘geriatric services are provided at the Geriatric Medicine Service Clinic in the
area previously occupied by the Clinical Cancer Center as noted earlier. The
Inpatient Rehabilitation Program has been relocated to the sixth floor of NHS
Clarkson Hospital. Pain Management and Eating Disorders programs have
‘become outpatient programs.

A new parking structure on the east side of Emile Street apposite the
Durham Outpatient Center's parking structure and the east Central Utiities
Plant are also under construction. As have been true of most of the physical
changes that have occurred recently at the Medical Center, these projects are
supported by donations and no State tax dollars will be used (8385). The

Architect's renderiig of
the Research Center for __
Excellence




Kiewit Foundation gave 17.5 million (78) and Charles Durham made the largest
donation ever made to the University the amount of which was not disclosed.
The Research Center for Excellence will cost 77 million dollars. It will contain
248,000 square feet with 116 research laboratories, a 225 seat auditorium, and 50
class rooms or conference rooms. The garage will have 750 spaces (75). Because
of Mr. Durham's donation, the structure was renamed the Durham Research
Center for Excellence (90).
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ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY

In 1968, a series of administrative changes occurred following the
University's incorporation of the former University of Omaha as the University
of Nebraska at Omaha. A President ted at each of the
units, University of Nebraska Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha,
and the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Subsequently the title was
changed to Chancellor and each was designated as a Vice President of the
University. The Chief Executive Officer was the President of the University.

In 1980 at the end of the first century of the College of Medicine, Dr. Neal A.
Vanslow was serving as the third Chancellor of the University of Nebraska
Medical Center and Dr. Alastair M. Connell was serving as the 16* Dean of the
College of Medicine. At that time there were two Vice Chancellor positions at
the Medical Center, a Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and a Vice
Chancellor for Business and Finance. A third position was added recently, a
Vice Chancellor for Research. The individuals holding these positions at the
present time are: Thomas Rosequist, PhD, Vice Chancellor for Research, David
Crouse, PhD, Interim Vice Chancellor of
Academic Affairs, and Don Leuenberger, Vice
Chancellor for Business and Finance.

The Colleges of Pharmacy, Dentistry,
Nursing and Medicine, the Monroe-Meyer
Institute, and the Eppley Cancer Institute are
the major administrative units of the Medical
Center at this time. The University of
Nebraska Hospital was an administrative unit
of the Medical Center in 1980, but now is part
of the Nebraska Health System. This will be
discussed later when the merger of the
University Hospital and Clarkson Hospital

is covered.

Dr. Vanselow addressed and largely
resolved problems regarding professional fee Nel A. Vanselow, M.D.
reimbursement for the geographic full-time 7

faculty. He encouraged and emphasized
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faculty involvement in research and addressed the isste of providing adequate
health care to all rural Nebraskans (7)

Dr. Vanselow resigned to accept a post at the University of Minnesota August
23,1982. James V. Griesen, PhD, served as interim Chancellor until Dr. Charles
E. Andrews became the fourth Chancellor of the University of Nebraska Medical
Center on May 1, 1983. In remarks at the time of his installation, Chancellor
Andrews encouraged a blend of science and humanities. During his time as
Chancellor, the chronic problem of budget shortfall continued to plague the
University. Ina bold move to solve the problem, he recommended closing the
College of Pharmacy and the College of Nursing in Lincoln (27). As might be
expected, this recommendation was not accepted by the Board of Regents (28)
but some funds were reallocated and tuition was raised.

In May 1990, Chancellor Andrews initiated a new program to, “....redefine
and recreate quality throughout the University of Nebraska Medical Center
campus”. The Chancellor's Advisory Committee, with the help of a consultant,
Paula Wells, CEO of Wells Engineering, attempted to define a total quality
‘management program for the entire Medical Center (33). As a result, a Total
Quality Management Council was formed in January 1991. It consisted of all the
heads of the various divisions of the Medical Center plus one or two other
individuals and Dr. Wells (37). Under the
Council a new program “Distinction Through
Quality” was initiated. The program was
consumer oriented, emphasizing error
prevention rather than correction and was based
on the notion that 90% of all problems are caused
by the system, not individuals (39). This type of
program had been used successfully in
corporations to achieve total quality
management.

Groups of employees from various divisions
of the Medical Center were trained to use quality
programs to improve customer satisfaction.
These individuals then worked with their
various divisions to train others in the system.
Studies were done throughout the Charles E. Andrews, M.D.
Medical Center to assess ways to improve the 1983 - 1991




various functions of the divisions so as to achieve
better quality. These programs went on throughout the Medical Center
resulting in many improvements which continue today

Chancellor Andrews retired effective June 30, 1991. Dr. William Berndt was
appointed interim Chancellor. A search committee chaired by Dr. James O.
Armitage was appointed and on August 1, 1992, Dr. Carol A. Aschenbrener
became the fifth Chancellor of the University of Nebraska Medical Center.

Drs. Vanselow and Andrews each had a group of people who acted as an
“Executive Commiltee” to help with the adrministration of the Medical Center.
There was some variation but essentially the group of
the heads of the various divisions of the Medical Center.

Dr. Aschenbrener formed a “Leadership Council” which consisted of the
Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Dean of the College of
Medicine, Dean of the College of Dentistry, Dean of the College of Pharmacy,
Dean of the College of Nursing, Director of Hospital Administration (CEO),
Executive Director of Human Resources, Campus Quality Officer, Director of
Eppley Research Institute, Director of Meyer Rehabilitation, the Executive
Assistant to the Chancellor and the Director of Information and Technology
Services. The Hospital Chief of Staff who had been a member of the previous
groups was not a member.

Inan article in February 1994 in the UNMC
News (44), the Chancellor pointed out that
significant changes were occurring in the world
generally as well as in medicine. She noted that a
number of previous studies had shown that an
organization’s ability to respond to change was
significantly influenced by its culture. She pointed
out that in order to respond to change, the Medical
Center needed to assess its culture and proposed
thata survey of a large random sample of its
employees be taken to carry out this assessment.
Subsequently an active plan to transform the
organizational culture could be
Carol A. Aschenbrener, M.D. ~ developed.

1992 - 1996




The survey which was carried out in the first half of 1994, found both
strengths and weaknesses in the UNMC's organizational structure. The
assessment revealed three general cultural
characteristics (45).

“We have a sense of excellence and pride in our work.”
“We are a culture of caution.”
“We are missing some of the attributes needed for the future.”

In April 1995 the Leadership Council charged Dr. Bruce Buehler to develop a
team to look at the way UNMC conducted its clinical operations. The report
“Critical Results Area 102" (CRA 102) concluded that the delivery of clinical care
was fragmented and that there was no incentive for the departments to work
together or plan together (54). The Leadership Council subsequently decided
that the recommendations of the CRA 102 Team should also involve education,
research and other support services. As a result of this report, a new structure
for the campus was proposed (54). The Medical Center organization would
consist of three functional areas: Health Services Enterprise, Strategic Support
Services, and Education and Research. Each functional area would be designed
to facilitate interaction with the other two and each would be headed by a
process leader who would be called a Vice Chancellor. A new Health Services
Center Team was formed with the Chancellor as Chair plus the three Vice
Chancellors and five other individuals picked for their skills, experience, ability,
and commitment to change. The team would oversee the process to improve
campus wide operations. A Transition Facilitating Team was added to the other
three. (36)

In July 1994 the A, B, and C categories of employees were dropped because
the terms had become an indication of status and were inappropriate or even
harmful to the Medical Center. It was determined that in the future, reference to
employees would be either “employee” or “faculty and staff” (46),

In the spring of 1996 Alegent Health, a local health system partnership,
approached the Medical Center regarding the feasibility of UNMC becoming a
partner. The Chancellor and the Leadership Council reacted favorably to this
offer. Dr. Aschenbrener presented the proposal to the Board of Regents at its
March 1996 meeting and with the Regents approval the Chancellor signed a
letter of intent to pursue the development of a long-term relationship with
Alegent Health with a target date of July 31, 1996.



At that time a situation unique in the history of the Medical Center occurred
which along with the hospital merger represented a defining moment in that
history. A letter dated May 13, 1996, signed by 18 physicians of the Medical
Center was sent to Dr. Aschenbrener declaring an, ”..... irrevocable loss of faith
in your leadership of the University of Nebraska Medical Center.” A number of
problems, both general and interpersonal, arose as a result of the changes Dr.
Aschenbrener was attempting to bring about leading to the beginning of
divisiveness among the Medical Center personnel. The letter came about
because many of the Medical Center clinicians felt that they were not being
consulted about the changes occurring in the Medical Center and probably more
importantly because many were not in favor of joining with Alegent Health.
Subsequently University President Dennis Smith laid out and implemented a
plan to address the concerns of these physicians and he recommended that the
target date for partnership with Alegent Health be pushed back 45 days. The
recommendations were as follows (60)

1) A representative from the University Medical Associates (UMA) would
be appointed to the Model for the Future executive team, the Leadership
Council, and the Strategic Planning Committee

2) The Board of Regents would appoint members to the Alegent Health
Board of Directors. These would be the President of the University, Dean of the
College of Medicine, and a physician recommended by the UMA Board

3) A new Medical Research and Education Advisory Council would advise
the Chancellor and the Leadership Council on issues concerning the future of
‘medical research and education at the Medical Center, particularly in preserving
those critical missions upon alliance with any other institutions.

On July 30, 1996, the Alegent Board voted not to accept the requested
extension beyond the July 31 deadline. This essentially ended negotiations,
although Alegent indicated they were st interested (61).

As stipulated by the President, Dr. Aschenbrener met with the UMA Board
to discuss the representation on the Model for the Future executive team, the
Leadership Council, and UNMC Strategic Planning Committee.

The August meeting of the Board of Regents focused on the status of
Academic Health Centers (62). President Smith and four members of UNMC
addressed the Board. They were the Chancellor, the Dean of the College of



Medicine, the President of the Faculty Senate and the Chair of the President’s
Research and Education Advisory Council at UNMC. The discussion centered
on several issues,

1) How managed care was affecting Academic Health Centers.

2) How UNMC could protect its academic mission in the future,

3) How UNMC could maintin astrong patient base within the
with other health ions (62).

Chancellor Aschenbrener resigned effective September 30, 1996. William
Berndt, PhD was appointed the sixth Chancellor for a two-year term effective
October 1,199 (63).

Chancellor Berndt served until November 30, 1998. During his tenure the
merger of University Hospital and Clarkson Hospital was accomplished and the
Lied Transplant Center was completed. These are discussed more fully in
another part of this report. A UNMC Equity Office was started in January 1997
to address gender equity issues. Dr. Myrna Newland was appointed director.
The cooperative program between UNMC and the VA Medical Center expanded
(67)

William O. Berndt, Ph.D. Harold M. Maurer, M.D.
- 1998 1995 -



Dr. Harold Maurer, who had served as the Dean of the College of Medicine
since October of 1993, became the seventh Chancellor of the Medical Center on
December 1, 1998. At the time of his investiture Dr. Maurer said that he looked
forward to guiding UNMC through a time of rapid transition to a world class
academic health science center and health system (90). As one indication of this,
plans for a Research Center of Excellence were approved and construction
started in 2001. An Office of International Health Care Science was established.
Nizar Mamdani became the Director and was essentially the driving force in the
establishment of this area. His wife had been treated for Non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma and he was very pleased As a result he was of the opinion that
UNMC should advertise to attract more international patients and this was the
mission of the office (70).

Table 1

Chancellors of the University of Nebraska Medical Center
Neal A. Vanselow, M.D. July 1, 1977-August 23, 1982
James V. Griesen, Ph.D., Interim August 1,1982-April 30, 1983
Charles E. Andrews, M.D. May 1,1983-June 30,1991
William O., Berndt, Ph.D.Interim July 1,1991-July 30,1992
Carol A. Aschenbrener, M.D. August 1,1992-September 30, 1996
William O. Berndt, Ph.D. October 1, 1996-November 30, 1998
Harold M. Maurer, M.D. December 1, 1998-present

During the period covered by this report, four
individuals have served as Dean of the College of
Medicine and three others as interim Deans for periods
0f9, 21, and 16 months respectively.

Dr. Connell started a Dean’s Research Forum in
which a member or members of the College presented
their research programs to the faculty during a noon
hour session at Eppley Auditorium (26). Dr. Connell
resigned as Dean to accept a position at the University
of Virginia on September 3, 1984, Dr. Charles A. Dobry A
was appointed interim Dean. On July 1, 1985, Dr.

Robert 1. Waldman became the soventeenth Dean of | Alsir M. Coml, WD,
the College of Medicine. 19791984




Table 2

Deans of the College of Medicine

Alastair M. Connell, M.D. February 1, 1979-September 30, 1984
Charles A. Dobry, M.D.Interim October 1, 1984-June 30, 1985
Robert H. Waldman, M.D. July 1, 1985-December 31, 1991
Layton F. Rikkers, M.D.Interim January 1, 1992-September 30, 1993
Harold M. Maurer, M.D. October 1, 1993-November 30, 1998
James Linder, M.D.Interim December 1, 1998-March 31, 2000
James O. Armitage, M.D. April 1, 2000-present

During his tenure, Dean Waldman was
instrumental in bringing about significant changes in
the curriculum which will be discussed in the chapter
on education. Dr. Waldman resigned effective January
1,192, to accept a position as Vice President of the
American Association of Medical Colleges.

Dr. Layton F. Rikkers was appointed interim Dean
January 1,1992, and served until September 30, 1993,
when Dr. Harold M. Maurer became the eighteenth
Dean of the College.

Robert H. Waldman, M.D.
1985 - 119 Dr. Maurer was significantly involved in the
negotiations with Alegent
Health, the turmoil of the
Aschenbrener affair, and the
merger of University and
Clarkson Hospitals. He
resigned November 30, 1998, to
assume the position of
Chancellor of the Medical
Center. Dr. James Linder was
appointed interim Dean

Harold M. Maurer, M.D. Jamesa O. Armtigae, M.D.
1993-1998 2000-present




December 1, 1998 and served, until April 1, 2000, when Dr. James O. Armitage
became the nineteenth Dean of the College of Medicine.

‘The positions of Assistant and Associate Deans have expanded significantly
since the early days of the College of Medicine. The subsequent array of
additions, deletions, titles, title changes, and shifts in relationships in the 20+

Table 3

Assistant and Associate Deans of the College of Medicine

Executive Associate Dean
Associate Dean for Admissions and Students
Assistant Dean for Students and Multicultural Affairs
Associate Dean for Curriculum

‘Associate Dean for Ambulatory Services

Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs

Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs

‘Associate Dean for Health Sciences

‘Associate Dean for Continuing Medical Education
‘Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education
‘Associate Dean for Research and Development
‘Associate Dean, School of Allied Health Professions.
Associate Dean for Veterans Affairs

Table 4

Trene G. Klintberg, Ph.D,
Jeffrey W. Hill, MD.
Kristie D. Hayes, M.D.
Gerald F. Moore, M.D.
Stephen B. Smith, M.D.
Rodney Markin, MDD, Ph.D.
Carl B. Greiner, M.D.
Glenn A. Fosdick

Larry F. Wilis, EQ.D.
Robert S, Wigton, M,
Ira$. Fox, M.

Mary C. Haven, M.D,
Rowen K. Zetterman,
MDlInterim

Associate Deans of the School of Allied Health Professions

D. Craig Affleck, Ph.D.
James T. Tollman, M.D.
James B. Monroe

Perry G. Rigby, M.D.
‘William Ruegamer, Ph.D.
Reba Benschoter, Ph.D.
Mary Haven, M.D.



years since 1980 are beyond the scope of this report and probably of little
interest to those who will read it. Table 3 documents the present roster of
Assistant and Associate Deans and those who occupy the positions.

The School of Allied Health Professions is a Division of the College of
Medicine. As reported in “The First Hundred Years” Chancellor Wittson
recognized the importance of the allied health programs and in 1968 appointed
Dr. Craig Afflick Associate Dean for allied health (4). The development of the
program is covered in the section on Education. Table 4 lists the Associate Deans
from 1968 to the present.

The College of Medicine has significantly expanded its teaching, clinical and
research endeavors in the last 20 years. In 1980 there were 64 full time, 9 part
time, and 38 voluntary faculty members in the basic science departments. At the
same time there were 206 full time, 47 part time, and 719 voluntary faculty
members in the clinical departments. In 2000 there were 73 full time and 4 part
time faculty members in the basic science departments and 447 full time and 51
part time in the clinical departments representing a doubling of full time faculty
members in the clinical sciences. There were 1326 individuals listed as
voluntary faculty members. The figures were not broken down as to the number

Table 5

Basic Science Departments

1980 2000

Anatomy Cell Biology and Anatomy

Biochemistry Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology

Medical Microbiology Pathology and Microbiology

Pathology Pharmacology

Pharmacology Physiology and Biophysics

Physiology and Biophysics Preventive and Societal
Medicine

Medical Jurisprudence and Humanities



in basic sciences versus the number in clinical sciences, nor as to the numbers
who were locally present compared to those who were out state. As described
in the section on education, the new curriculum plus other programs have
resulted in a significant need for more voluntary faculty members especially out
state.

Table 5 lists the basic science departments in 1980 and 2000 and Table 6 does the
same for the dlinical departments. A number of name changes and /or mergers
occurred during this time. In the following, the date showing the time of merger
and/or name change refers to the time that it was approved by the Board of
Regents. In the basic sciences, Biochemistry became Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology 1/18/92; Anatomy became Cell Biology and Anatomy 1/18/92; Medical
Microbiology merged with pathology 7/1/85 to become the Department of
Pathology and Microbiology.

wtment of Societal Medi dits

originally had been assigned to the basic sciences where it emains tothistime.

Prior to 1980 there was a “Department” of Medical and Educational Adwiniraion
which subsequently became Medical Jurisprudence. It was changed to

Department of Medical Jurisprudence and Humanities on 2/16/80. Thamon 9/2/88

Table 6

Clinical Departments

1980 2000

Anesthesiology Anesthesiology

Dermatology Family Medicine

Family Medicine Internal Medicine

Internal Medicine Neurological Science
Neurology Obstetrics and Gynecology
Obstetrics and Gynecology Ophthalmology
Ophthalmology Otolaryngology-Head and Neck
Otolaryngology Orthopedic Surgery and Rehabilitation
Orthopedic Surgery and Pediatrics

Pediatrics Psychiatry

Psychiatry Radiology

Radiology Radiation Therapy

Surgery Surgery

Neurology

Urology



the name was changed to the Department of Preventive and Societal Medicine
where it remains at this time.

In the clinical departments, Neurology and Dermatology merged with the
Department of Internal Medicine and Urology and Neurosurgery with the
Department of Surgery. Two new departments were formed, Neurological
Sciences and Radation Oncology. These changes reduced the number of
departments from 15 in 1980 to 13 in 2000.

‘The number of individuals who have served as chair or interim chair has
been quite variable from department to department. In the following listings,
the names of these individuals will be listed under the appropriate department
and their dates of tenure indicated. Where necessary, explanatory notes are
provide

Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

William R. Ruegamer, Ph.D. 7/01/68 6/07/85
C. Kirk Phares, Ph.D., Interim 6/08/85 8/31/86
Edward Bresnick, Ph.D. 9/01/86 6/30/89
C.Kirk Phares, Ph.D,, Interim 7/01/89 6/30/91
David B. Bylund, Ph.D, Interim 7/01/91 9/30/91
Diane D. Birt, Ph.D., Interim 10/01/91 8/31/94
Judith K. Christman, Ph.D. 9/01/94 present
Department of Cell Biology and Anatomy
William K. Metcalf, M.D. 7/01/73 6/30/91
David A. Crouse, Ph.D., Interim 9/01/91 2/27/92
‘Thomas H. Rosenquist, Ph.D. 3/01/92 present
Dep of Pathology and
Clarence A. McWhorter, M.D. 1965 3/31/81
David T. Purtilo, M.D. 4/01/81 9/27/92
Samuel M. Cohen, M.D,, Ph.D. 9/28/92 present

Harry W. McFadden, Jr., M.D. was Chair of Medical Microbiology from 7/01/56
until 7/31/85 when it merged with Pathology.

Department of Pharmacology
Manuchair Ebadi, Ph.D 5/1971 9/30/88
David B. Bylund, Ph.D, 10/01/88 8/31/02
William O. Berndt, Ph.D., Interim 9/01/02 present



Department of Physiology and Biophysics

Joseph P. Gilmore, Ph.D. 7/01/70 9/30/88
Francis J. Clark, Ph.D, Interim 10/01/88 5/11/89
Irving H. Zucker, Ph.D. 5/12/89 present

Department of Preventive and Societal Medicine

Alfred G. Ellick, JD was a voluntary faculty member and taught a “brief”
course in relationships between medicine and the law in the early days when the
department was recognized as Medical Jurisprudence. As noted earlier, it
became the Department of Medical Jurisprudence and Humanities February
1980. Mr. Ellick continued to do some teaching until November of 1980 after
which medical jurisprudence was taught by a number of other individuals. On
7/1/1980 Dr. Walter J. Friedlander became Chair and served until 6/30/84.
Subsequently, Ruth B. Purtilo, Ph.D. served as Chair until 6/30/87. With the
resignation of Dr. Purtilo, Andrew Jameton, Ph.D. became interim Chair. He
served in this capacity until 11/10/89. In addition to medical jurisprudence
students were provided information on medical history, sociology, and ethics
During Dr. Jameton’s tenure the name was changed to the present name,
Department of Preventive and Societal Medicine. ~James R. Anderson, Ph.D.
became Chair on 11/11/89 and has served to the present time. The Department
now provides students with information on biostatistics, epidemiology and
medical ethics.

Department of Anesthesiology

Daniel W. Wingard, M.D. 4/15/73 6/30/80
Jerry Edelman, M.D.,, Interim 7/01/80 6/30/83
Jan D. Smith, M.D. 7/01/83 7/31/85
K. Reed Peters, M.D,, Interim 8/01/85 2/04-86
F. Miles Skultety, M.D., Ph.D., Interim 2/05/86 5/31/86
Michael L. Nanrwold, M.D, 6/01/86 9/02/87
Dennis F. Landers, M.D., Ph.D. Interim 9/03/87 3/11/89
Dennis F. Landers, M.D, Ph.D, 3/12/89 12/26/9%
Myrna C. Newland, M.D,, Interim 12/27/94 5/26/9%4
Dennis W. Coombs, M.D. 6/01/9% 3/31/97
Myrna C. Newland, M.D., Interim 4/01/97 4/27/97
John H. Tinker, M.D. 4/28/97 present



Anesthesiology had the greatest number of chairs and interim chairs of any
department. For reasons about which the author is not sanguine departments of
anesthesia throughout the country have been “unstable” during the past 20
years. Dr. Daniel W. Wingard had served as Chair for many years up until 6/
30/80 when he resigned. Subsequently, there have been 4 chairs and 6 interim
chairs prior to Dr. John Tinker becoming Chair on 4/28/97. He continues to
serve to the present time. With the exception of Dr. Dennis Landers, tenures
‘were quite short, respectively 9 months, 14 months, and 25 months. Dr. Landers
served for 5 years and 9 months plus having been interim Chair for 9 months
‘prior to that.

Department of Family Medicine

Margaret E. Faithe, M.D, Interim 8/01/80 3/19/81
Robert L. Bass, M., Interim 3/20/81 1/31/82
Robert L. Bass, M.D. 2/01/82 6/30/89
Michael A. Sitorius, M.D.,, Interim 7/01/89 5/10/90
Michael A. Sitorius, M.D. 5/11/90 present

Dr. Francis Land was the first Chair of the Department of Family Practice
from the time it became a Department in 1970 until his departure in 1980. The
‘name was changed to Family Medicine during his tenure. Dr. Michael A.
Sitorius, the present Chair is only the third individual to head the Department
since its inception.

Department of Internal Medicine

Joseph C. Shipp, M.D. 7/01/70 11/31/79
Michael F. Sorrell, M.D.,, Interim 12/01/79 4/30/81
Michael F. Sorrell, M.D. 5/01/81 10/14/90
James O. Armitage, M.D. 10/15/%0 12/31/99
Joseph H. Sisson, M.D,, Interim 1/01/00 6/30/01
John L. Gollan, M.D., Ph.D. 7/01/01 present

Department of Dermatology

Dr. Ramon Fusaro was Chair of the Department of Dermatology from 10/
01/70 until it merged with Internal Medicine Department 7/01/82.



Department of Neurology

Dr. Donald R. Bennett was Chair of the Department of Neurology from 7/
01/75 until retiring on 6/30/86. Dr. Ronald F. Pfeiffer became interim Chair,
and served in that position until Neurology merged with the Department of
Internal Medicine on 7/01/87.

Department of Neurological Sciences
In February of 2000 a new Department of Neurological Sciences was

approved. Dr. Pierre Fayad was appointed Chair 4/01/01 and neurology was
returned to departmental status.

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Joseph C. Scott, Jr,, M.D. 10/12/74 10/30/87
McClure L. Smith, M.D. 11/01/87 10/31/9%
Carl V. Smith, M.D, Interim 11/01/9% 2/28/98
John T. Repke, M.D. 3/01/9 3/02/02
Carl V. Smith, M.D. 3/03/02 present

Department of Ophthalmology

Raymond E. Records, M.D, 12/01/70 5/31/89
Stanley M. Truhlsen, M., Interim 6/01/89 6/30/90
Michael E. Yablonski, M.D. 7/01/90 4/11/00
Carl B. Camras, M.D, Interim 4/12/00 11/31/00
Carl B. Camras, M.D. 12/01/00 present

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and

John F. Connolly, M.D. 7/01/75 1/01/90
Kevin L. Garvin, M.D, Interim 1/02/%0 3/31/91
James R. Neff, M.D. 4/01/91 6/30/00
Kevin L. Garvin, M.D. 7/01/00 present



Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery

Dr. Anthony J. Yonkers was Chair of what was then the Department of
Otolaryngology in 1980 having served in that capacity since 7/01/74. In
January 1992 the Department name was changed to the Department of
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery to reflect the change in its services
which involved more extensive external surgery than traditional ENT
encompassed. Dr. Yonkers stepped down 7/31/99 and Dr. Donald A. Leopold
became Chair on 8/01/99 and serves in that position to the present time.

D of Pathology and

In 1980 Dr. Clarence A. McWhorter was Chair of the Department of
Pathology and Dr. Harry W. McFadden, Jr., was Chair of the Department of
Medical Microbiology. The two departments merged 7/01/85 to form the
present Department of Pathology and Microbiology. Dr. David T. Purtilo, had
been Chair of the Department of Pathology since 4/01/81 and became Chair of
the new department. He remained in that position until his untimely death on
9/28/92. Dr. Samuel M. Cohen, the present Chair, assumed the position at that
time.

Department of Pediatrics
Glenn C. Rosenquist, M.D. 7/01/76 3/31/80
Carol R. Angle, M.D. 4/01/80 9/30/85
Philip J. Hofschire, M.D,, Interim 10/01/85 11/30/86
Jaime L. Frias, M.D, 12/01/86 11/30/91
Bruce A. Buehler, M.D, Interim 12/01/91 8/31/94
Bruce A. Buehler, M.D. 9/01/94 present

Department of Psychiatry

As of July 1,1987, the University of Nebraska Department of Psychiatry
joined with the Creighton University Department of Psychiatry to form a
combined department. Dr. Merrill T. Eaton was chair of the University of
Nebraska Department of Psychiatry from 7/01/68 until 6/30/85. Dr. Frank].



Menolascino became Chair 9/01/85 and continued as Chair after the two
departments merged. He stepped down 4/02/92. Dr. RobertJ. Ellingson
became Chair at that time and served until 9/30/93. The present Chair, David
G. Folks, M.D., has served since that time. On July 1, 1999, the department
again became an independent department of the College of Medicine. The
residency program remained combined with Creighton. With the loss of the
Nebraska Psychiatric Institute inpatient, clinic work was transferred to the
Richard Young Hospital.

Department of Radiology
Harold A. Baltaxe, M.D. 1976 9/30/81
Charles A. Dobry, M.D, Interim 10/01/81 8/14/82
‘Thomas J. Imray, M.D. 8/15/82 1/31/9
David D. Stark, M.D. 2/01/9% 6/30/00
Craig W. Walker, M.D., Interim 7/01/00 3/31/01
Craig W. Walker, M.D. 4/01/01 present

Department of Radiation Oncology

The Department of Radiation Oncology was approved by the Board of
Regents 3/26/94. At that time Dr. Thomas J. Imray was Chair of the
Department of Radiology. Dr. Glenn V. Dalrymple became Chair of the new
department 7/01/94 and served until 4/30/96. Dr. Rowen K. Zetterman served
from 5/01/9%to1/31/98. Dr. Charles A. Enke the present Chair assumed the
position on 2/01/98.

Department of Surgery

Paul E. Hodgson, M.D. 8/10/72 7/30/84
Layton F. Rikkers, M.D. 8/01/84 3/31/9
JonS. Thompson, M.D., Interim 4/01/9% 12/31/9
Byers W. Shaw, Jr., M.D. 1/01/97 present
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Neurosurgery and Urology were both separate departments in 1980.
Neurosurgery had been a Section of Surgery until 1973 when it became a
separate department. Dr. F. Miles Skultety had been Section Chief and became
Department Chair at that time. Neurosurgery merged with Surgery 7/01/87
following Dr. Skultety’s retirement. Urology had been a Section until Dr.
Francis F. Bartone became Chair of the new Department 1/01/67 and served in
that capacity until Urology merged with Surgery in October 1984.



EDUCATION



EDUCATION

Following the Flexner Report, the nature of medical school teaching became
more standardized in the United States. In general, a four-year formal
structured program became the norm. There was a series of basic science
courses the first two years followed by two years of clinical education. This
program remained largely unchanged in the majority of medical schools for the
next 75 years,

Except for minor adjustments, the College of Medicine followed the standard
until recently. In the 70's in response to a national concern about a perceived
shortage of physicians, the College of Medicine implemented a 12 quarter
curriculum, shortening the total time to 3 years, One-hundred and fifty students
per year were accepted instead of 120 which had been the case for some time
previously. The program ran from 1972 to 1979 when the 4 year, 16 quarter
curriculum was reintroduced (6). About the same time a few problem based
learning sessions were introduced into the curriculum.

The results of a national study in the mid 1980's criticized the traditional
way medicine was taught. In response to this Dean Robert Waldman initiated a
review of the Nebraska program. The curriculum committee, with input from
‘members of the faculty, began to initiate some changes. Problem based learning,
use of standardized patients, decreased lecture hours and an increase in small
group sessions were introduced along with other changes; however, no
extensive overhaul of the curriculum was carried out.

In 1989 the Dean appointed four blue ribbon committees to study the
curriculum: a Commitiee on Educational Goals, a Committee on Evaluation, a
Committee on Ambulatory Education, and a Committee on Basic Science
Curriculum. (40) As a result of these evaluations, a new and significantly
different curriculum was proposed. This information was provided to the
faculty and their input was requested. Meetings were carried out with
Department Chairs, and efforts were made to keep the faculty informed about
the committees’ activities. In 1991, an integrated curriculum was proposed. In
brief, an integrated curriculum eliminates teaching by subject, i.e. anatomy,
physiology, etc., and instead teaches by systems, .. anatomy, physiology, etc. of
the cardiovascular system, taught as a unit. Students have increased



responsibility for their education and the system is changed from faculty
oriented teaching to a student oriented learning system. Student evaluation is
done by a combination of tests including objective, essay, and small group
‘participation.

‘The original group appointed by Dean Waldman to assess UNMC medical
ional p luded that the existing curriculum failed to prepare
students for the complexities of medicine in the future. It did not recognize that
medical students were adult learners and forced students to deal with too much
information. The object of the new program was to provide students with the
tools to acquire the information they needed by focusing on problem solving
and interpretive skills.

Six subcommittees of the Curriculum Committee were formed to make
recommendations for and evaluate a new curriculum. 1t became apparent that
the new curriculum would require more faculty and more faculty time,
especially the clinical faculty. After a manpower analysis, it was determined
that sufficient faculty would be available to carry out the new program. On the
basis of information from the subcommittees, a new curriculum was developed
and proposed to the faculty. In March 1992 the general faculty voted to accept
this new curriculum.

‘The new first year curriculum was initiated with the entering class in
August 1992. Subsequently, the new curriculum for each year was
introduced as this class reached it so that at the end of four years the
entire curriculum had been introduced. Subsequent entering classes
would follow the new curriculum.

In the first year four core courses emphasizing normal structure and
function are covered in sequence during the morning hours. These are
structure of the human body core, cellular processes core, neuroscience
core and function of the human body core. In the later part of the
morning, several times a week, a problem based learning experience is
introduced wherein students are presented with information about a
patient that relates to the subjects being covered in the appropriate cores
and they are to “solve” the problem. Two afternoons a week are devoted
to integrated clinical experience in which the bio-psycho-social aspects of
medicine are presented and discussed. Each student has a three week
rotation with a primary care physician during the first year. At the end of
the year a comprehensive examination is given.
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In general the second year follows the same format. However, the
morning core programs are more oriented toward the abnormal. These
are \ntmductmn to disease processe core, cardxology /pulmonary/ear,
nose and thro:
psvchlatrv e hemamlogy /oncolugy /musculoske!ecal e e

ore.
Problem based leammg csions are sl carried ot severalfmes a week
in the latter part of the morning related to the material being presented in
the core course at that time. The afternoons continue to be devoted to
integrated clinical experience two afternoons a week. At the end of the,
year the students must take the United States Medical Licensing
Examination (USMLE) Step I

‘The last two years are devoted to clinical teaching much as in the
traditional curriculum. In the third year there are mandatory rotations in
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Surgery, Internal Medicine, Psychiatry, and
Obstetrics-Gynecology.

In July of the fourth year, each student takes an elective in a basic
science field. A number of programs have been developed by each of the
basic science departments and the students elect one of these programs.
‘The rest of the fourth year is devoted to elective one-month rotations in
various clinical areas.” At the end of the year the student must pass the
USMLE Step I1

Because of the involvement of multiple departments and classes in this
integrated program, an Educational Support Office was opened in May 1992,
Various aspects of the curriculum are integrated and coordinated at this office.
Appropriate information is sent to the faculty and other administrative matters
are handled here. The overall supervision of the integrated program and the
entire curriculum s the responsibility of the Associate Dean for Curriculum.

‘The College of Medicine is involved in a significant number of other
educational programs. In the early 1930's, classes in medical technology and
radiologic technology were offered under the egis of the College of Medicine.
Classes in other allied health programs were added as time went on. Finally in
1972 the School of Allied Health Profession was established within the College
of Medicine and an Associate Dean for Allied Health was appointed. Programs
continued to expand and in 1997 at the time of the 25" anniversary of the
founding of the School of Allied Health Professions there were 10 programs:
Clinical Perfusion, Cy y, Diagnostic Medical Medical




Nutrition, Medical Technology, Nuclear Medicine Technology, Physical
Therapy, Physicians Assistants, Radiation Therapy, and Radiography. (68)
Tables 7 and 8 lsts the divisions School of Allied Health Professions in 1980 and
in 2002.

In 1972 there were 123 students registered and in 2002 there were 335.
‘There wete no full time faculty members in 1972, whereas at the present there
are 30. There were 38 clinical affiliation sites in 1972 and 610 clinical affiliation
sites and health professionals were involved in teaching students in 2002

‘The College of Medicine had alreadly increased the number and scope of its
Graduate College programs by 1980. Basic graduate degree programs in specific
departments, (i.e. anatomy, biochemistry, etc.) and a medical science
interdepartmental area graduate program were, and still are, offered. The
interdepartmental area program is somewhat more flexible and the degree is
awarded in medical science as opposed to anatomy, biochemistry, etc.

In 1980, analcmy, biochemisry, medical microbilogy, pathology, and
physiology and bioy artments offered degrees in their specific fields
Fod werealeo involved with 10 other departments in the interdepartmental area
program. In 2000 the changes in “specific” degree programs were due mostly to
departmental name changes. Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Cell Biology
and Anatomy, Pathology and Microbiology, Pharmacology, and Physiology and
Biophysics had degree programs in each of their fields and each of these
departments were involved with nine other departments in the medical science
interdepartmental program.

Table 7
Divisions of the School of Allied Health Professions - 1980
Biomedical Communications Physical Therapy Education
(discontinued 1992)
Physician Assistant Education
Health Services ’
(discontinued 1985) Radiologic Technology

Nurse Anesthetist

(discontinued 1982) Nuclear Medicine Technology

Medical Nutrition Education Radiation Therapy Technology

Medical Technology



Table 8

Divisions of the School of Allied Health Professions - 2002

Clinical Perfusion Education Nuclear Medicine Technology
CT/MRI Physical Therapy Education
Cytotechnology Physician Assistant Education
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Radiography

Medical Nutrition Education Radiation Therapy Technology
Medical Technology

In 1980, there were 100 students registered in the graduate programs
including 21 in the medical science area. In 2000, there were 101 students
registered including 13 in the medical science program. In 1980, there were 15
PhD degrees awarded including three in medical science and 10 masters degrees
including 2 in medical science. In 2000 there were 24 PhD degrees awarded
including 3 in medical science and only 2 master degrees in biochemistry and
molecular biology. As noted there was no significant change in the number of
students registered in the graduate programs between 1980 and 2000. However,
there was an increase in the number of PhD's awarded in 2000 as compared to
1980 and a decrease in the number of master's degrees. A discussion of the
significance of this is outside the scope of this report.

An MD/PhD program was first offered 15 years ago. At that time it had no
centralized financial or administrative support. The departments of Pathology
and Microbiology had the most active programs and actively supported
students with MD/PhD objectives. An MD/PhD Scholars Program was created
in 1994, The College of Medicine Research and Development Committee
became responsible for the Program. The Associate Dean for Research and
Development chairs the MD/PhD Scholars Program Committee which is a
subcomittee of Research and Development.



Interested individuals must make their desires to enter the program known
at the time of, or before, their application to the College of Medicine. Students
are selected for admission into the program on the basis of excellent
undergraduate GPA, MCAT scores, research experience and scientific
motivation as judged by an extensive interview. Those accepted, “MD/PhD
Scholars,” receive an annual stipend and their tuition is waived for both medical
and graduate school. The training program begins during the summer prior to
their first year of Medical School when the students participate in a summer
research program which will provide exposure to several of the PhD Graduate
Programs.

Scholars participate in the course work of the first two years of Medical
School and spend the summer between the first and second years involved in
initial studies on a specific research topic. After the second year of Medical
School, the student enters his/ her selected program as a fuli-time graduate
student. Two or three years will be needed to complete the graduate program
after which the student joins that years third year class in Medical School and
completes his/her last two years.

There were some interns in the University of Nebraska Hospital shortly
after it opened in 1917. However, the first residency was in surgery in 1947,
followed by programs in internal medicine, obstetrics and gynecology,
psychiatry and pediatrics in the late forties (3). The programs expanded both in
variety and the number of positions. In 1980-81 there were 16 accredited core
residency programs with 272 house officers. In addition there were 6 accredited
subspecialty programs. There were 39 family practice residents at UNMC, plus
14 at the Lincoln Memorial Education Foundation. In the 2000-01 academic year
there were still 17 accredited core residency programs with 389 house officers.
Some programs had been discontinued and others started but the total number
remained the same. There were 12 accredited subspecialty programs.

‘The family practice program had expanded. There were 24 residents at the
Lincoln Medical Education Foundation and 49 at UNMC including 27 military
(Air Force). In 1992 a rural residency program within Family Practice was
started and at the present time there are 4 residents in Scottsbluff, 5 in Grand
Island, 4 in Kearney, and 3 in North Platte.



Table 9
UNMC Residency/Fellowship Programs

1980 - 1981
Anesthesiology Orthopedics
Dermatology Otolaryngology
Family Practice - Omaha Pathlogy
Family Practice - Lincoln Pediatrics
Internal Medicine Pediatric GI
Hematology/Oncology Psychiatry
Gastroenterology Child Psychiatry
Pulmonary Radiology
Cardiology Surgery
Neurology Urology
OB/GYN
Ophthalmology
Oral Surgery

In1990, the Legislature approved the establishment of a Rural Health
Education Network for the purpose of exposing students to the delivery of
health care in rural areas of Nebraska (34). It was funded in 1991 and at first
only medical students participated in the program. However, other Colleges of
the Medical Center were soon involved and now medicine, dentistry, pharmacy,
nursing and physicians assistant programs are all involved. In the new College

of Medicine curriculum, all students spend 3 weeks between the first and second
yearfvaural seling plus o aponiha i the tied yeor, T o an
extensive network of and y 1,000 precept
involved in the pmgramv

About that same time the Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) was
instituted. The Colleges of Medicine and Dentistry, in conjunction with
Chadron State College and Wayne State College participate in this program.
Incoming freshman at either college with an interest in going into medicine or
dentistry are able to save a spot in either school on entering college (36)

A number of “community outreach” programs have been developed in the
past 20 years. The programs are diverse and do not necessarily fall under the
egis of a specific medical center entity. As a result the following list does not
cover every outreach program in which UNMC is involved. However, it will
serve to illustrate the extent of the College of Medicine's involvement in
educational programs.



Table 10

UNMC Residency/Fellowship Programs
20002001

Anesthesiology Ophthalmology
Pain Management Oral Surgery
Family Practice - Omaha Orthopedics
Family Practice - Military Otolaryngology
Family Practice - Lincoln Pathology
Internal Medicine Hematopathology
Hematology /Oncology Pediatrics
Gastroenterology Pediatic G
Pulmonary Poychtey
Child Psychiatry
Geriatrics Radiology
Endocrine Interventional Radiology
Neurology Bifgesy
Neurosurgery Urology
Nuclear Medicine
OB/GYN

Mini-Medical School, started in 1995. It offers to the public free-of-charge, a
number of evening programs on various subjects (ie. the brain, cancer, women’s
health, etc).

Community Health Line, started in 1984. Itis the longest rumning locally
produced health program in Omaha radio and has been hosted 1 Gust
and Tom O'Connor for the past 13 years. It covers a variety of R

Life Quest, a television program covering medical topics of interest. It was
discontinued in the year 2000.

Healtl Watch. Segments on KETV (Channel 7) started in 1993. At the
present time itis hosted by Dr. Jose Romero. It airs four times per week, 10 pm
on Saturday, and three 5 pm segments during the week. The Thursday segment
is always a live in studio interview with Dr. Komero.

Health Science Meet. An event open to all eighth grade students in the State.
Students must do a health science project in their region. The best projects
qualify to come to Omaha in the summer for the Health Science Meet. It was
started in October of 1992, with the first students coming to UNMC in June of



1993. About 60 students qualify for Omaha each year. Hundreds participate at
the regional level.

KMIV (Channel 3). Segments with Dr. Bruce Buehler, a question and
answer format is used with the TV anchorperson questioning Dr. Buehler about
medical subjects in the news.

UNMC Community Academy. Ninth grade students spend three days per
week for six weeks at the Medical Center (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday). A
different “subject” is covered each week. The program hopes to turn the student
on to science, math, and/or opportunities in the health care science field (66).

UNMC has been involved in continuing education for some time, i.
Family Practice Review Course was held in 2001. The number and vari
‘material offered has increased significantly since the first Family Practice
Review. At present the Center for Continuing Education is involved in the
accreditation of the following programs.

Departmental rounds are reviewed and accredited by the Center upon
request of the departments. Various review programs, symposia, and programs
on multiple subjects focusing on such things as endoscopies are held on campus
or at appropriate locations within Omaha. Additionally the Center is involved
in the organization and/ or accreditation of programs in such diverse locations
as Hawaii and Utah. Taped programs for interactive self instruction are
available as well as self evaluation material in some journals.

These examples are by no means inclusive of all of the continuing education
programs in which the Medical Center is involved but serve to illustrate the
degree of that involvement.

The College of Medicine has made significant progress regarding gender and
equity issues during the last 20 years. An Office of Student Equity and
Multicultural Affairs exists which has a number of programs oriented to
recruiting and retaining minority students. The office purchases from the
American College Testing Service the names of minority students with scores in
the upper 25%. These students are contacted and offered an opportunity to be
placed in the prospective student data base. This has resulted in many more
minority students ultimately applying for admission.

The office has established affiliations with several colleges with a high
minority student population. Faculty from these schools are invited to come to
UNMC to meet College of Medicine faculty members as well as look over the
research going on and in general get some orientation to our program. Faculty
from the College of Medicine go to these schools to present material on their



research and to establish a closer liaison. Student with appropriate GPAs are
urged to apply to the University of Nebraska College of Medicine. A few
students spend summers at UNMC working with researchers. Once a minority
student is registered and attending school, the Office of Student Equity and
Multicultural Affairs attempts to assist in any way possible, from checking on
schools for their children if they are married or checking on housing availability
to providing counselors to whom the student can talk and attempt to solve
personal problems.

To further enhance the College of Medicine's effort at recruiting and
retaining minority students, Dr. Kristie Hayes was appointed Assistant Dean
for Students and Multicultural Affairs in February of 2002. It is not within the
scope of this report to record all of the many ways in which the College of
Medicine is increasing its effort to recruit and retain minority students but the
above will serve as an illustration.

In 2001, UNMC started a program titled NU-PATHS with UNL. The
program recruits talented minorify students who are seniors in high school or
after their freshman year at UNL. Students who are accepted must maintain a
cumulative GPA of 3.25. Those considering the College of Medicine must have a
cumulative GPA of 3.50. Each student has an NU-PATHS advisor, a UNL
advisor, and a UNMC discipline specific representative to guide them through
the program. The first student from the program entered the College of
Dentistry in the fall of 2002
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CLINICAL PRACTICE

‘The clinical teaching of medical students was done by volunteer faculty from
the inception of the College of Medicine until the 1950's. The fully accredited
status of the College was tenuous for several reasons one of which was the
absence of a full time clinical faculty. A few appointments were made prior to
1950. Then in 1954 four men were appointed to full time positions. Dr. Robert
Grissom in Internal Medicine, Dr. Gordon Gibbs in Pediatrics, Dr. Roy Holy in
Obstetrics, and Dr. Merle Musselman in Surgery. (2)

‘The situation remained essentially unchanged until the 1960’s when Dean
Cecil Wittson began actively recruiting full time clinical faculty. This resulted in
the need for an increasingly diverse patient population, more non indigent or
private patients and a system for reimbursing physicians for services rendered.
(24) There was no policy regarding the professional fees generated by the
treatment of private patients by the clinical faculty. (25) Some individuals were
salaried full time and any professional fees generated by them went to their
respective departments, others retained their fees and several modifications of
these two themes existed. It became obvious that some definitive system had to
be developed.

‘The history of the development of a reimbursement system for patient care
by full time clinical faculty has been set down in detail in “University of
Nebraska Hospital: The First 75 Years” (23) for those who are interested. The
Nebraska Clinicians Group (NCG) was formed under a medical service plan
which established a group practice of geographic full time physicians at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center.

A Clinical Practice Board (CPB) was formed in 1986 when the hospital
discontinued maintenance of the outpatient clinics. The Board took over the
‘management and fiscal responsibility of all outpatient clinics on and off campus.
‘The Nebraska Clinicians Group (NCG) retained fiscal responsibility through the
Professional Fees Office (PFO) for the billing and collecting of all professional
fees for outpatient services as well as inpatient

In 1993, the University Medical Associates (UMA) was formed to take over

the function of the Clinical Practice Board (CPB). In 1995, the Nebraska
Clinicians Group was eliminated and the University Medical Associates became
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the sole organization to manage all clinical activity, both inpatient and
outpatient, for the faculty. The PFO was retained as the fiscal agent of the
University Medical Associates to bill, collect and disperse professional fees. In
1995 the University Medical Associates became a not for profit 501(C)3
corporation. A number of departments and divisions had formed separate
corporations to handle their financial matters under the egis of the Nebraska
Clinicians Group. They were all dismantled and folded into the single entity of
the “University Medical Associates” which was essential to comply for
designation as a 501(C)3 organization.

New bylaws were drawn up and accepted by the Board of Regents.
Membership consisted of “.....ll full-time, part-time, and volunteer physician
faculty members of the College of Medicine who provide clinical service at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center”. The affairs of the corporation are
managed by a Board of Directors. The Board consists of each clinical chair, four
at-large representatives (full-time faculty), the Associate Dean for Clinical
Affairs as Chair, the UMA Chief Administrative Officer, and the Dean of the
College of Medicine, ex-officio without vote. There is an Executive Committee
consisting of the four elected members at large plus four department chairs, and
the Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs. The UMA Chief Administrative Office
and the Dean of the College of Medicine are ex-officio members without vote.

A Physician Hospital Organization (PHO) was formed with representatives
from the hospital and the University Medical Associates for the purpose of
carrying out joint ventures relating to the provision of services to outside health
care organizations. It has continued to function subsequent to the merger of the
University and Clarkson Hospitals and now has representatives from NHS and
UMA and has fostered relationships and services to an increasing number of
outside health care organizations.

With the increase in full time faculty, the number and diversity of clinical
programs at the Medical Center expanded. Subsequent to 1980 in addition to
the growth of “standard” services a number of unique programs were started.
Alkidney transplant program had begun prior to 1980. On July 19, 1985, the first
liver transplant was performed (28). Subsequently small bowel transplant,
pancreas transplant and multiple organ transplant programs were added. An
internationally recognized bone marrow transplant and leukemia treatment
program commenced in the 1980's. One of the first Robotic Surgical Equipment
systems in the region was installed at the University Hospital operating rooms



in 2000. (83) Extensive electronic communication systems were installed
throughout the Medical Center. The number of sub-specialty services increased
eflected in the list of fellowships offered in 2000-01 as compared to
1980-81 in the section on education. Al of this attested to the rapid changes
occurring at UNMC.

‘The expanding clinical services put an increasing burden on the limited
physical facilities of the University Hospital. The proximity of Clarkson
Hospital appeared to offer an obvious solution. However this was not as
obvious as it seemed.

In'1953 the University acquired land north of Dewey Avenue and west of
42 Street and leased it to Bishop Clarkson Memorial Foundation for the
purpose of erecting a new hospital. The University agreed to extend, at its own
expense, its steam and hot water to the hospital and to provide those services at
cost. The University also agreed to do all the necessary laundry work for the
hospital at cost. The lease contract stipulated “....in the event that the second
party (Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital) should desire to cease operating the
hospital the first party (University) shall have the option to buy said hospital
and other facilities at the same price as may be obtained by the second party
elsewhere.” (9) The Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital was subsequently built
and began receiving patients December 16, 1955. (22)

The relationship between the two institutions was “at a distance” for most
activities. However, from the onset a number of members of the Clarkson staff
had appointments as volunteer faculty members at the College of Medicine. As
the Medical Center began to acquire a full time staff (2), the majority of these
individuals applied for and were granted appointments to the Clarkson stalf.

Many of the Clarkson voluntary faculty offered electives for medical
students which were usually full. Similarly residents in a number of services
spent time at Clarkson under the egis of a Clarkson staff member. The Internal
Medicine service had the largest number of residents through the years. The
majority of these residents went through specialty services at Clarkson that were
not available at the Medical Center. As the services were developed at the
Medical Center, those at Clarkson were no longer used and the number of
residents at Clarkson gradually diminished. Medical residents stopped going to
Clarkson some time in the early nineties. A number of other departments of the
College of Medicine had residents at Clarkson on the services of voluntary
faculty members. This was quite variable through the years and there is no
accurate record available.



Starting during the tenure of Chancellor Wittson, several attempts were
made through the years to develop a closer physical and/or administrative
integration. None were successful. One or the other party would pull back
before any definitive agreement was reached.

In 1988, an outside consultant studied areas of possible integration between
the University Hospital and Clarkson Hospital. The report concluded that the
two hospitalsshould move to share use of their facilities and form common

trat Each should maintain
separate medlcal staffs and retain individual ownership of existing assets. It did
not recommend a merger. (29) In 1989 a Joint Planning Board of the University
Hospital and Clarkson Hospital was developed to study possible joint programs.
(31).

In April 1993, a joint project was started which would provide new steam
lines to three UNMC buildings and a larger steam line to Clarkson. In addition,
chilled water levels were to be installed from Clarkson's plant to UNMC to
provide backup in the summer and chilled water to Clarkson in the winter. (41)
About that same time BCMH and UNMC announced plans to pursue a lease
agreement in which the University Hospital would lease bed space from
Clarkson Hospital. To facilitate patient and staff traffic, a covered, all weather
link connecting the two hospitals would be constructed across Dewey Avenue
)

In the Spring of 1994, negotiations were started between Bishop Clarkson
Memorial Hospital and Columbia/HCA Health Care Corporation pertaining to
Columbia purchasing Clarkson. (45) Subsequently the talks between the
University Hospital and Clarkson Hospital regarding leasing of beds was
discontinued. The Medical Center was concerned that a for profit institution
would have an adverse effect on such joint programs as existed between UNMC
and BCMH and seriously hinder further negotiations.

‘The attorneys for Clarkson Hospital inquired as to whether or not the
University intended to exercise its option as per the 1953 agreement.
Subsequently Clarkson was requested to provide information so that a prudent
recommendation could be made to the Board of Regents regarding the
University’s possible purchase of Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital. (48,49)

In June 1995 the Board of Regents voted to exercise its option to buy
Clarkson Hospital. (50,51). Subsequently Bruce Lauritzen, Chairman of the
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Clarkson Hospital Board, offered to meet with Medical Center officials to
discuss Clarkson's future. He also said that any legal action would have to be
filed by Columbia HCA whose offer to buy Clarkson had been accepted by the
Hospital Board. (51) Columbia/HCA Health Service Corporation filed a law
suit in Douglas County District Court on June 12, 1995 to determine the validity
of the original agreement. Ultimately the court ruled in favor of the University
and Columbia/HCA discontinued its negotiations with Bishop Clarkson
Memorial Hospital.

Early in 1996, Alegent Health approached the University of Nebraska
Medical Center regarding the feasibility of UNMC becoming a partner. On
March 20, 1996, Alegent Health and the University of Nebraska Medical Center
announced plans to partner (58) and a letter of intent was signed (59)
Subsequently a major administrative problem occurred in the Medical Center
which is discussed in the section on Administration. As a result, University
President Smith requested that the target date for final agreement be pushed
back 45 days (60). The Alegent Board did not grant this request and negotiations
halted.

Dr. William Berndt was appointed Chancellor subsequent to the resignation
of Dr. Carol Aschenbrenner. He asked Dr. Harold Maurer, Dean of the College
of Medicine, to lead a UNMC effort to examine its approaches to selecting a
potential partner. (64). Chancellor Berndt contacted Bishop Clarkson Memorial
Hospital administration regarding the possibility of integrating both clinical
operations and found they were interested. He subsequently appointed Dr.
Maurer to head a UNMC group to meet with a group from BCMH to work out
details for a possible merger. Ultimately it was recommended that UNMC and
BCMH create a joint operating company to manage the hospital and clinic
operations of both institutions. The 1953 agreement was to remain in effect for 5
years. (65)

In the fall of 1997 the Nebraska Health System (NHS) was initiated. The
Board of Regents approved the merger at its meeting on September 29, 1997.
The Clarkson Hospital Board of Directors had approved the merger at their
meeting on September 15", A signing ceremony consummated the merger on
October 1,1997. A 12 person Board with six representatives from each
Institution became the governing Board. The 12 members were: For UNMC
William O. Berndt, PhD, UNMC Chancellor, Dr. James Armitage, Chairman of
the Department of Internal Medicine, Jan Thayer, Nursing Home Administrator
in Grand Island, James Massey of Scottsbluff, past-president of JG Elliott



Company, Lt Governor Kim Robak, and Harlan Noddle, Chairman of Noddle
Development Company and for BOMH Bruce Lauritzen, President of First
National Bank, Kenneth Stinson, President and Chairman, Kiewit Construction
Group, Dr. Timothy Kingston, a private practice physician and partner of
Surgical Services of the Great Plains, Lewis E. Trowbridge, President of Mammel
and Associates, Mogens Bay, President and Chief Operating Officer of Valmont
Industries, and James T. Canedy, M.D., Chairman of Clarkson's Private Practice
Affairs. Dr. James Armitage was elected Chairman of the Board and Dr. Louis
Burgher became Chief Executive Officer of the Nebraska Health System.

Medical staff bylaws were adopted which replaced the previous bylaws of
each hospital. The Chief of Staff would come from the membership of the
Medical Staff Executive Committee and be appointed by that Committee.
Although it is not stipulated, the position would be alternated between the
private practice physicians and the university physicians,

The Executive Committee of the Medical Staff was appointed by the Board of
Directors of NHS and responsible to the Board. It consisted of 5 members from
the private practice category and 5 from the academic faculty category plus 2
NHS nurses, one selected from each hospital

The entire staff was divided into two categories. A private practice category
consisting of those individuals who spent more than 50°% of their professional
activity at NHS and were not full-time academic physicians. Full-time academic
physicians consisted of those medical staff members who spent more than 50%
of their time as academic faculty.

Clinical services were divided into hospital-based services (i.e.
anesthesiology, radiology, pathology) and non hospital-based services which
essentially included everything else. Clinical service chiefs of the non hospital-
based services “...shall be active staff members of the private practice
category...”. Individuals from the full-time academic faculty could not serve as
clinical chief of a non hospital-based service. As to hospital-based services, the
clinical chief could come from cither category and would be selected by the CEO
and the academic Department Chair. Term of service was two years and the
position alternated between the two categories.

Without belaboring the point, the bylaws make it obvious that despite the

merger, there are two Medical Staffs and much needs to be done to bring about a
cohesive integrated clinical service. Clinical practice of both the “Clarkson
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physicians” and the “University physicians” were and will continue to be
modified by the merger.

In the Fall of 1998, the University Medical Associates (UMA) and the
Nebraska Health System (NHS) arrived at a management agreement to jointly
manage their respective primary care and specialty clinics. On or about
September 15, 1998, all UMA clinics staff and clinic administrative employees
became employees of NHS. All UMA physicians and midlevel providers
remained employees of UNMC and UMA.

The agreement was approved by the UMA Board of Directors and the NHS
Executive Council. The two UMA hospital based operations hematology/
oncology and geriatrics were excepted from the rule. (88)

‘This management agreement was modified in 2000. At that time NHS
signed a management agreement with UMA that UMA assume management of
ten of the eighteen clinic settings which had been managed by NHS (73). As it
turned out, those clinics were the ones primarily under UMA prior to the 1998
agreement. Remaining clinics were those that had been mainly “Clarkson
dclinics” prior to 1998 agreement. Therefore the situation was essentially as it
had been before the merger and as far as outpatient clinics were concerned, a
unified system of outpatient clinics did not exist.

In the Fall of 2000, the Board of Regents extended the original 5 year lease to
40 years. Chancellor Harold Maurer stated .....by extending the lease
agreement to 40 years, we are sending a loud and clear message that the
partnership is working and that both members view this as a permanent
arrangement,” The Board also approved several amendments to the Joint
Operating Agreement the most significant being the termination of the 1953
Right of First Refusal Agreement and deletion of language that gave both parties
the right to withdraw from the Joint Operating Agreement without cause. (77).
In November 2000, Dr. Louis Burgher, CEO and President of NHS, submitted his
resignation. He agreed to stay until a replacement was found. He noted that
there were still a number of physicians and staff members who believed that the
two hospitals were too different to maintain a lasting and equal partnership.
The Nebraska Health System remains a campus divided, Clarkson to the North
of Dewey Avenue and University Hospital and NU Medical Center to the South.
The actual physical separation ceased with the construction of a corridor
connecting the two hospitals which bisected Dewey Avenue. (89)
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There was already some “bad blood” between the two institutions because of
the court battle over the 1953 agreement. Not all departments joined together
easily. The Radiology Department was an example. The Heads of each of the
two Departments were unable to agree on anything. Ultimately resignations of
both helped to begin to heal the wounds and at the present time there is a single
Radiology Department and the director is Dr. Craig Walker, who is a full time
faculty member. There was a jump in the number of doctors and administrators
retiring or taking other jobs. There was a 10 percent loss the first year as
compared to the normal staff turn over of 6 percent per year. Chancellor Maurer
noted that some resignations were to be expected as a result of the merger. He
stated that the physicians who replaced those that had resigned didn't have the
emotional attachment to the “old hospital” and would be more likely to
....embrace the opportunities of the new system.” Lastly Dr. James Armitage,
Dean of the College of Medicine and former Chairman of the NHS Board said,
“If you really don't like it this is the way its going to be. We haven't done all
the things we need to do, but there is no question that it will happen.” (15)

Further evidence that the merger has become a physical fact is manifested in
the construction of a Center for Clinical Excellence. Groundbreaking for this
structure occurred November 21, 2002, (86) 1t will connect the two hospitals
across Dewey Avenue and will consist of four stories containing a common
emergency room, a radiology and CT suite, a surgical suite, and a neonatal
intensive care unit. Completion is expected May 2005
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‘There has been a significant change in the number, variety, and scope of
research endeavors in the 20 years from 1980 to 2000. In 1980, the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) support to the College of Medicine totaled 4.6 million
dollars. In the year 2000, it was 21.3 million dollars. Although the largest sum
of outside funds for research comes from the NIH, there are other organizations
and agencies funding research at UNMC. As of July 2001, the first funding from
the Nebraska Tobacco Settlement Biomedical Research Initiative was obtained.
Itis assumed that this will continue to be a source of funding in the immediate
future.

The total amount of money for research was 5 million dollars in 1980. By
1997, it had reached 27.2 million dollars. Since then the rate of increase has
increased significantly and by 2001 it was 41.3 million dollars.

Research Funding at UNMC

Millions of Dollars
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Itis not within the scope of this work to record all of the research occurring
at UNMC at this time. However, there are three Program Project Grants and one
Cooperative Research Project funded in excess of 1 million dollars at this time
which are worthy of mention: “Neuro-Circulatory Function in Chronic Heart
Failure”, project director Irving H. Zucker, PhD., Chair, Department of
Physiology and Biophysics; “Folic Acid and Homocysteine: Mechanisms of
Heart Defects”, project director Thomas H. Rosenquist, PhD, Vice-Chancellor for
Research; “Molecular Origin of Cancer: Catechol Estrogen-3,4, Quinones”,
project director Erocle Cavalleri, DSC, Professor, Eppley Research Institute; and
'GPORE in Gastrointestinal Cancer: A Cooperative Research Project Centered at
UNMC, project director, Michael Hollingsworth, MD, Associate Professor,
Eppley Research Institute.

Occasionally research will lead to the discovery of new products or
procedures which have potential commercial application. In 1991, UneMed
Corporation was founded for the purpose of marketing technologies invented at
UNMC. Itarose from an earlier attempt in marketing called Medigenics (32).
UneMed is incorporated and independent of the University. It has a Board of
Directors consisting of five individuals from the community, a secretary to the
Board, and four shareholder representatives from UNMC: - the Chancellor, the
Vice-Chancellor of Academic Affairs, the Associate Vice-Chancellor of Academic
Affairs, and Associate Dean of Graduate Studties and the Vice-Chancellor for
Business and Finance. At this time the President and CEO is Thomas McDonald,
PhD, Professor in the Department of Pathology and Microbiology. Linda S.
Johnson, MPA, who serves as Associate Director for UNMC's Intellectual
Properties Office, s Vice-President. (1)

UneMed has a Technology Development Program Agreement with UNMC
to market technology invented at UNMC. “UNMC receives 100 percent of any
proceeds generated by UneMed from the sale or license of technology.”(1) The
inventor(s) receives one-third, his/ her department receives one-third, and the
Administration of the Medical Center receives one-third

In 1994 the University Hospital initiated a Clinical Research Support Service
(CRSS) designed, “....to increase industrial research, facilitate translational
research and boost the number of clinical trials” at UNMC. The Director of
Technology Development is responsible for CRSS, “The goal of the program is
to move a drug or medical device from the experimental stage to the market”

7)
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Dr. Howard Gendelman is Director of the Center for Neurovirology and
Neurodegenerative Diseases which is extensively funded by a variety of grants.
In 2003 the Center is expected to receive approximately 6 million doilars in
federal funding. (17) During the last few years research done at the Center has
led to controversy with significant ramifications.

On November 28, 1999, an article appeared in the Omaha World Herald
(Mary McGrath) reporting that UNMC was using “brain cells from aborted
fetuses in research aimed at a better understanding of Alzheimer's discase” (10).
Upon a request from the paper, Chancellor Berndt acknowledged that Dr. Leroy
Carhart, operator of the Bellevue-based Abortion and Contraception Clinic of
Nebraska, provided the tissue. Dr. Carhart had a voluntary faculty appointment
in Pathology commencing October 1987,

As might be expected , this information caused significant controversy. The
Omaha World Herald, although generally supportive of the research, reported
that “when this research was proposed initially, it was effectively buried in
material submitted to the Regents and lawmakers” (11).

University President Dennis Smith subsequently announced that he would
form a board to advise him and the Board of Regents on bioethical issues. The
Bioethical Committee was appointed and began functioning by March of 2000,
It consisted of specialists in biological research, law, medical ethics, medicine,
philosophy/ theology, social/behavioral science and a member of the public.(72)
The committee was to review appropriate policies, guidelines and regulations as
they related to bioethical research being conducted at the University. The
Committee was to identify broad, overreaching, principles to govern ethical
conduct of biomedical research at the University of Nebraska. The Committee
would not be responsible for approval of individual projects since there were
processes in place at the federal and university level to approve research
projects.

The University Faculty Senate at its December 1999 meeting supported the
continuation of using fetal tissue. (69) It also backed efforts announced by
Chancellor Harold Maurer to seek out natural sources of fetal tissue for research
including tissue from miscarriage, tubal pregnancy, and stillbirth.

In 2000 a bill, LB1405, was introduced by state Senator John Hilgert which
would ban the use of fetal tissue obtained from elective abortions for research,
treatment, or transplantation. A hearing was held by the unicameral judiciary



committee on February 23, 2000. A number of individuals and organizations
testified before the committee. The Nebraska Right To Life was opposed to the
research and supported the bill. Experts from out-of-state testified. Dr. Keith
Krutcher, a Professor of Neurosurgery, from the University of Cincinnati,
testified in support of the bill noting that he was opposed to using the fetal
tissue obtained from abortion even if it was absolutely necessary, “....the
evidence is not there that this is required or the best approach”. Dr. Eugene
Major, a research scientist from the National Institute of Neurological Diseases
and Stroke at Bethesda, testified that tissue obtained from abortion was critical
to learning about brain functioning and that a ban would cripple important
research into the mechanisms of neurodegenerative diseases and the functioning
of the brain. (13)

The bill died in committee on a 4-4 vote not to advance it to the full
Legislature. Senator Hilgert pulled the bill from further consideration on March
28, 2000 (71).

In an editorial on February 5, 2000, the Omaha World Herald noted that
LB1405 would stop research in Nebraska on neurodegenerative diseases. More
importantly, at the national level, it would in all likelihood make those involved
in granting research support reluctant to support other research at the
University of Nebraska. Nebraska would lose a number of nationall

recognized researchers from the Medical Center and would have a difficult time
recruiting top ranking scientists to Nebraska. (12) In compliance with
Chancellor Maurer’s directive, the University of Nebraska Medical Center
continued to explore other potential sources of tissue to use in place of that
obtained from elective abortions. In August 2000, Dr. Gendelman reported that
scientists at UNMC had been able to use cells from rapid brain autopsy. The
autopsies had to be done within two hours of death. They were able to obtain
two of the three cell types required for the research from this tissue. These were
astroscytes and microglia support cells for the neurons in the brain but they
were unable to obtain neurons. Further investigations have continued and
UNMC has reallocated $250,000 in the quest for alternative tissue sources. (74)

Anin depth analysis of the College of Medicine’s volunteer faculty program
was carried out during the spring and summer of 2000. A new policy for
appointment and retention of voluntary faculty resulted. Among the various
criteria was one requiring that the primary appointment for physicians would be
made in the department of their specialty training. More than 200 volunteer
faculty members were sent appropriate letters alerting them to the newly



adopted policy. Those whose primary appointments were not in the department
of their specialty training, were notified that their continuing appointment
would end December 20, 2000, f they did not rectify this situation. (76)

Dr. Leroy Carhart, who supplied the fetal tissue to UNMC, was notified that
his voluntary faculty status would be terminated since he provided abortions
and conducted family practice which would not qualify him to be in the
Department of Pathology and Microbiology where he had his voluntary
appointment. (14) He did not seek reappointment in an appropriate
department and was terminated.

Dr. Carhart filed suit against UNMC January 18, 2001 in the U.S. District
Court in Lincoln. Among other things he requested that the court order the
Medical Center to reinstate his voluntary faculty appointment. His lawyers
alleged that he was terminated because he had challenged and ultimately
defeated Nebraska’s ban on partial birth abortions. (16,18) On August 23,2001
the University announced that, “.....in light of a federal judge’s prediction that it
would almost certainly lose the case if it went to trial....” reinstated Dr. Carhart
as a volunteering faculty member with sufficient resrictions that it was an
appointment in name only. (34)

Subsequently, with the approval of the Institutional Review Board, fetal
tissue was obtained from the Birth Defect Laboratory of the University of
Washington. This tissue program was funded by the National Institutes of
Health and had provided tissue to scientists for nearly 40 years. It provided
tissue only for grant funded research. (79)

In the 2001 session of the Legislature, State Senator Dwite Pedersen
introduced LB462 which would prohibit the use of fetal cells from elective
abortions for medical research. Senator Chris Beutler introduced LB304 as a
‘possible compromise. This bill would require the University to give yearly
Teports on its search for alternative sources and discontinue use of fetal tissue
from abortions once an adequate substitute was found (82). Both bills were
bracketed and subsequently came up early in 2002 Legislative Session but were
withdrawn under threat of a filibuster.

In October 2002, a report to the UNMC Institutional Review Board showed a
65% decrease in the use of fetal cells. Dr. Gendelman hoped this would help to
reduce the public furor on the subject. He did not expect it to appease



antiabortion activists but hoped it might persuade the Regents and the State
Legislature to halt further attempts to ban rescarch using fetal cells. (17) Even
though the amount of federal financial support which Dr. Gendelman’s section
receives is a substantial portion of the total federal funding for the Medical
Center,its leaders worry about losing State funds if the Center becomes an issue.
The consequences of all this is to restrict the program from expanding including
addition of new people.  Fetal cell researchers will not be able to work in the
new 11 story research facility, even though it is being built through private
donations. More importantly expansion to the next level of clinical trials which
will come about in the next couple of years will probably be restricted because
researchers don't want to start trials and enroll patients unless they know they
will be able to finish the research project

Chancellor Maurer at the time of investiture indicated that he looked
forward to guiding UNMC to become a world class academic health center.
Much has been done already to reach this goal. However, an atmosphere of
restriction such as that imposed on Dr. Gendelman is a serious threat to that
goal. Should his program be forced out because of restrictive legislation the
“black eye” which the Medical Center would receive nationally would be very
damaging,

Unfortunately as we go to press, Senator Dwite Pedersen has introduced

LB512 into the 2003 session of the Legislature to prohibit the use of fetal cells for
research. (8)
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