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When knowledge of the lymphatics 1s compared to most
other systems of the bedy, it us is usually found to be de-
ficient. This 1is nowhere more true than in the thoracic cavity.

Although understanding of diseases of the thorax has
sharply risen, the lymphatlic system of this reglon has not kept
pace. It is loosely used to explain a group of phenomena not
well understood, with confusion or a false interpretation gen-
erally resulting. The evalusastion of the present knowledge of
thoracic lymphatics 1s thus indicated.

In this thesis, the literature on the structure and func-
tion of the lymphatics of the lungs, heart, and diasphragm will
be reviewed and evaluated, as will that coOncerned with pleural
absorption. On this basis, the concept of structure and func-
tion of these lymphatic chsnnels will be presented.

In every section an attempt will be made to establish the
developmental pattern. This will be followed by the microscop-
ic and gross anatomy of the lymphatic vessels. Fhyslolegic
considerations will then be reviewed. The summery of conclu-
sions in all of these sections will comprise the total concept.
Since this subject in general is so unexplored, the final por-
tion of each section will be devoted to the problems remaining

in each fileld.
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