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The Glucose Tolerance Test as a Measure of
Carbohydrate Metabolism iIn the
Healthy Elderly Patient

The prolongation of human 1life has been of
interest from the beginning of time. Many articles
are appearing In which questions pertaining to the
aged are being discussed. The increase in life
expectancy has been entirely due to the steady
progress which has been made iIn the art and sclence
of medicine in general and in preventive medicine
in particular. Never before have there been so
many old people. 1In a survey made by Boas (9),
1t was found that there now are six million more
persons who are 65 years.of age or older in the
Unlted States than there were in 1900, and it was
estimated that In 1980 the total number of this age
group in the population will be about 22 million.

It 1s for this reason that the study of the problems
of the aged patient (gerontology) presents such

vast opportunities and demands for clinical investi-
gation,

One of the interesting fields of such investi-
gation concerns the changes in the function of the

human liver in old age. Carbohydrate metabolism,
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