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CLINICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PRECORDIAL

LEADS OF ELECTROCARDIOGRAM

The electrocardiograph is a record of a galvanometer
which registers difference in potential between any two points.
Standard recording is done between the extremeties; lead I is
between the right arm and left arm, lead II is between the right
arm and left leg, and lead III is between the left leg and left
arm. These three readings form a triangle around the heart
known as Einthoven's triangle and forms the basis of electro-
cardiology. Lead IV is recorded by placing the exploring electrode
over the apex beat of the heart and using the left leg as the
indifferent electrode. In the CF leads the indifferent electrode
is placed as follows; 1 is in the fourth interspace to the right
of the sternum, 2'is in the fourth interspace to the left of
the sternum, 3 is between 2 and L which is in the midclavicular
line and in the fifth interspace, 5 is at the same level and
at the anterior axillary line, and 6 is at the same level and
at the midaxillary line. The left leg is used as the indifferent
electrode. If the right arm is used as the indifferent electrode,
it is called a CR lead; and for the same reason if the left arm
is used as the indifferent electrode, it is called a CL leady (1)
Some men recomend and use an elastic belt of 6 electrodes to be
placed over the chest when taking the precordial leads. It has

the advantage of being able to duplicate the records and have the
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