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In this paper I propose to present a review of
causes exclusive of intracranial accidents and treat-
ment of fetal and neonatal asphyxia in the otherwilse
normal infant.

Bograd (1) has defined asphyxla neonatorum as that
condition in which spontaneous respiration 1s not estab-
lished with sufficlient promptness or force to maintain
1ife.

During a five year period from 1941-1946 the infant
mortality rate at Chicago Lying-In-Hospital was 2.5% .
for infants welghing over 1000 grams. This mortality
was.almost equally divided between still-births and
deaths during the first 10 days of 1ife. The mortallty
among newborn weighing over 2500 grams was only O.5%.
The principal cause of death both before and after birth
was anoxia resulting from interference with placental
circulation; chiefly due to premature separation of the
placenta. After birth the principal cause of death 1s
an anatomic and physiologic immaturity which is incom-
patible with an independent existence.

Potter and Diekmg%)state that 63% of the still-
births in the serles they investigated were due to causes
operating prior to the onset of labor, the chilef demon-
strable cause beilng anoxia with premature detachment of

the placenta and cord knots and entanglements belng the

(1)
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