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SIGNIFICANCE OF Rh ANTIBODIES IN PREGNANCY

Realizing that the Rh family is as Edith Potterl so aptly
stated, "an original cabin with its makeshift additions" presenting
problems to newcomers, an attempt will be made to minimize these
difficulties by reviewing literature written on the subject, by
reporting on recent work, and finally by showing how this subject
provides significance of pregnancy of the Rh negative woman. This
paper will concern only one aspect of the family--the Rh antibodies
and their significance in pregnancy.

Why is the study of Rh antibodies important to the doctor
today? First and of prime importance, we need a clear under-
standing of Rh antibodies because of their relationship to the
study of erythroblastosise Potter and Dieckmann? reporting on the
fetal and infant mortality for the Chicago Lying-in Hospital for a
five year period, found that the second most important cause
of neonatal deaths was erythroblastosis or 12% of the deaths. When
the total loss of life is considered, both that occurring before
and after birth, erythroblastosis fetalis is fifth in the present
study and is responsible for one death in every L4OO deliveries.
This percentage is typical of other investigators! findings. Isn't
this of importance enough to take notice and determine to more
fully understand this particular subject?

Then there is the anxiety factor. Most intelligent literate
women have read current literature of the Rh factor and many will

demand to know their Rh standing and of what significance it is
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