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MODEEN THEORIES OF THE ETTIOLOGY OF PREMATURE

SEPABRATION OF THE PLACENTA

The possible etiology of premature separation of the
normally implanted placenta has been speculated upon and
argued about since the condition was first recognized and
differentiated from placenta previa. The ideas propounded
have been nearly as numerous as the observers of the condi-
tion. There has been very little direct evidence obtained,
either pathological or experimental, which will even begin
to conclusively answer the gquestion in all cases. Much of
the evidence of possible causes comes indirectly from com-
parative statistical study of series of cases. These various
series are very hard to evaluate and compare however, be-
cause of great variations in size of series, differences in
diagnosis and ideas of what constitutes premature separa-
tions, differences in types of patients, and in complicating
conditions. There 1s no agreement in the various series
concerning the relationship of the condition to trauma,
uterine disease, toxemia or complicating diseases such as
nephritis,

All this variability and uncertainty would seem to
point to involvement of several factors in the etiology of
the condition. The differences in clinical symptoms and

the ultimate outcome of the condition also suggests more
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