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INTBRDUCTION

The investigations of Meyer and his associates
(1 & 2 ) suggesting relationship between lysozymme
and certain ulcerative diseases of the alimentary
tract have aroused widespread interest. These workers
reported that the concentration of lysozyme is increased
above normal in the pyloric and duodenal mucosa as well
as in the gastric Jjuice of patients with peptic ulcer.
Patients with ulcerative colitis were found to have
extremely high concentrations of lysogzyme in the feces.
It was postulated by Meyer et al, that lysozyme removed
?Pe protective surface mucus from the colon by virtue
of its mucolytic activity and consequently favored
ulceration of the denuded mucosa by the proteolytic
enzymes'and indigenous bacterial flora.

It is the purpose of this paper to review the
recent investigations to acertain or disprove this

clainm.
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