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I

In both medicine and surgery, blood transfusion is
today an accepted and important means of therapy. Despite
care in preparation of blood for transfusion, much remains
to be accomplished before every transfusion can be given
free of any untoward reaction.

We have now developed certain steps in preparation of
transfusions.

First we select a proper donor- an individual who pos-
sesses good health, has had no history of asthma nor other
allergic states, has no history of malaria or syphilis (con-
firmed by serologic tests) and with a hemoglobin above 80%.
The donor should fast 3 hours before withdrawal of blood.
(Schencken 10).

The donor blood selected must match that of the patient
as to ABO groups and for the Rh factor. With rare except-
ions, the ABO groups and Rh factor are the only blood anti-
gens of importance in this selection. (Lencet 9).

Following now femiliar and accepted methods of typeing
(Todd & Senford 12) most laboratories seek to minimize human
error and pick out any incompatibility due to unusual antigens
by cross matching- particularly the patient's serum and the
donors' cells, although most laboratories also cross match
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