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INTRODUCTION

For more than a century, the obstetrician and
surgeon alike have been confronted with the perplex-
ing problem of the safest course to follow, for both
mother and infant, when appendicitis presents itself
as a complication eof pregnancy. Appendicitis gained
recognition as a cemplication of pregnancy during
much the same peried in which appendicitis, per se
was recognized as a clinical entity. However, when
pregnancy co-exists with this disease, the hazards
are greatly increased due to anatomic and physiologic
changes brought abeut by the pregnant state. These
different relationships will be discussed later.

The need for quick, decisive action is mandatory
in this condition. FEarly writings on the subject
emphasize this point, and yet the problem has been
complicated by two viewpoints, viz., that of the
surgeon who, in essence, says, "A human life is at
stake and operation must be performed immediately
to save that life irregardless of the presence of the
fetus", and the viewpoint of the obstetrician, who
says, "If we operate we may save the life of the mother
but in doing so we jeopardize the life of the infant,

If we wait, Nature's defenses may halt the disease".

(1)
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