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PREFACE

Maternal and/or fetal death during pregnancy or
labor 1s an entity which has shown a marked reduction
in incidence due to improvements in medicine in gener-
al and especially in better obstetrical methods and
expanded knowledge of the process of reproduction.,

The problem has not been eliminated as yet, how-
ever, indicating the need for additional study of the
reproductive process and dissemination of the results
of such study to all members of the profession, pre-
sent and future, The death of a mother, an infant,
or both 1s indeed a tragedy of major dimension which
can never be gloesed over in a statistical analysis,
no matter how minute the incidence may be,

It i1s my intent in writing this paper to review
what has been reported concerning a cause of maternal
and fetal death which is infrequently anticipated and
yet which should deserve as much respect as any other

toxemia,
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AFIBRINOGENEMIA ASSOCIATED WITH PREMATURE
SEPARATION OF THE PLACENTA

(a) De Lee (1), in 1901, first noted indications
that a state of incoagulable blood might exist as an
unrecognized cause of maternal mortality. In a review
of three cases, occurring in three years, which "have
forced on the writer the belief that there are altera-
tions of the blood or blood vessels, of a temporary
nature, which prevent the clotting and thus, during
labor or operations, cause death." These were cases
of premature separation of the placenta. One of these
patients died. All exhlibited lack of blood coagula-
tion. He recommended treatment with gelatin gauze
packs and calclum chloride 1f the cause could not be
determined.

In 1915, Williams (2) reported a case in which
placental separation was followed by a fatal hemor-
rhage due to a fallure in the clotting mechanism., He
thought that the blood was like that of persons who
were victims of certain types of snake bites,

Wilson (3), in 1922, in a review and report of
his own experlience, presented a paper on abruptio
placenta and described fourteen deaths from continued

hemorrhage from a serles of sixty-nine cases, He
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