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I. INTRODUGTION

The diagnosis of disorders of pancreatic
function and disease constitutes a real challenge
to the phyvsiologist and clinician. There is a
great disparitv betveen the importance of the
pancreas functionallv and our ability to dis-
cern evidence of abnormalities of its function,
or to detect evidence of earlv disease. There-
fore, it would appesr obvious that the clinician
constantlv be aware of acute pancreatitis as a
diagnosis whenever confronted by an acute abdomen
or many cases of acute pancreatitis mav be nissed.
It is the purpose of this paper to discuss the
svmptom complex, and the various laboratory aids
which will aid in msking the diagnosis of acute
pancreatitis. And once the diagnosis is estab-
lished, to discuss the modern medicel manegement

-of the disesse.

II. DIAGKrOSIS

A. Historv, Svaptoms and Signs.
Acute pancreatitis may affect all age groups.
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