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I. INTRODUCTION

Transfusions of platelets prepared in various ways are in-

dicated for the control of bleeding in a number of conditions

in which the hemorrhagic manifestations are due to a quant-
itative or qualitative platelet deficiency. These includ idio-
pathic thrombocytopenic purpura (slightly benificial); secondary
"amegakaryocytic" thrombocytopenic purpura (before the develop-
ment of resistance and platelet agglutinins); thrombocytoasthenias;
before and during surgery in all patients with thrombocytopenia

or thrombocytoasthenia; and for control of bleeding manifes-
tations in thrombocytopenia due to myelosuppressive agents
during the treatment of leukemias and lymphomas (drug induced
thrombocytopenias).

It is the purpose of this paper to review the various techniques
available at the present for collection, preservation, and trans-
fusion of platelets; their therapeutic effect in various thrombocyto-
penic states and the factors that influence their preservation in
vitro, and their survival in vivo. Platelet groups and types will

also be presented.




































































































































ADDENDUM: ILLUSTRATIONS OF A BRAND OF COMMERCIALLY

AVAILABLE PLATELET TRANSFUSION EQUIPMENT.

Fenwal Platelet-Pack Needle Pack
Syringe & Needle Platelet Recipient Set

Platlet-Pack Filled & Centrifuged Pack  Transfer Platelet Reciplent
Syringe in Pack Rack Pack Set Needle Pack
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COLLECTION OF BLOOD IN PLATELET-PACK

~Platelet-Pack .

y’ 1&d &
Syringe & mo
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ck Rack Pack, 300 cc. Packs, 150 cc.
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