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INTRODUCTION

Hurthle cell tumors occupy a controverslal position with-
in the realm of pathologic ehanges in the thyrold gland. Gen-
erally consldered to be a re2atively rare tumor, the incildence
attributed to thls entlity ranges widely however from author
to author. Goldenberg (1) asserts that 304 of all malignant
thyrold tumors are of the Hurthle cell type; while others,
such as Chesky, et al. (2), Warren (%), and Sedgewick (4),
state that tals tumor accounts for less than 3% of thyrold
mallgnancles. Although reference 1s made above to mallignant
thyrold tumors, the 1nterpretation of the significance of the
Hurthle cell, particularly in regard to i1ts benign or malig-
nant nature, 1s far from uniform. In a like manner, or as
a consequence, recommended treatment reflects an equally
wlde dilvergence of opinlon. In splte of differences noted
in the broader aspects of thls problem, the histologi¢ char-
acterlistics of the cells comprising these tumors seem well
established. The "Hurthle cell" 1s a large cell (15 -30 microns
diameter) with pale stalning cytoplasm within which are seen
many eoainophllic granules. The large number and reiatively
small slze of these granules give the cytoplasm a cloudy ap-
pearance under low power. The nucleil are ofen veslcular,
although occaslonally vapying degrees of pyknocity are seen,
and are usually eccentrically placed. Gonspicuous nucleoll

are frequently noted. More often cell outdines are dlatinct,
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