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INTRODUCT ION

Congenital diaphragmatic hernia is an uncommon
condition which has created considerable interest be-
cause of the difficulty in clinical diagnosis (31). The
diagnosis was previously too frequently “proved by nec-
ropsy," but now can easily be diagnosed by the use of
X-ray and a curative surgical procedure can be applied
(30).

The change in mortality shows the increased ac-
curacy in diagnosis and early treatment. From 1912 to
1929, 8l cases were reported in patients less than ten
years of age, of which only 25 cases were recognized dur-
ing life (14). Prior to 1931, the medical literature re-
veals that about 75 per cent of the patients with con-
genital diaphragmeatic hernia died before the age of one
month. Potter (33), in 1952, said that only one infant
at Chicago Lying-in Hospital with a diagnosis of congeni-
tal diaphragmatic hernia has survived more tham six hours.
In her experience, extrauterine respiration is rarely
established because of secondary hypoplasia of the lung.
In 1953, the mortality with surgical treatment was 25
per cent in patients less than one year of age (11).

The mortality rate for all types of diaphrag-
matic hernias from 1931 to 1940 was approximately 50
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