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A STUDY OF THE USE OF ESTROGENIC HORMONES IN THE
TREATMENT OF THE MALE PSEUDOHERMAPHPODITE

The proper diagnosis of sex in cases of
Psuedohermaphroditism has been a préblem that
Presents many difficulties. Nelson (31) and others
have developed techniques which are quite satis-
factory for the diagnosis of genetic sex by study
of the chromatin patterns in cells. It has been
observed that cells of genetic~females'have
characteristic clumps near the nuclear membrane,
whereas cells of genetic males do not have such
clumps. This knowledge would make the problem
very simple if one needed only to consider the
genetic sex; however, in cases of "intersex"
patients there are several other factors that must
be considered. Morris (27) has suggested three
criteria to be evaluated before assignment of sex
in patients in whom there is question as to true
sex: (1) general anatomic appearance of the
external genitalia, (2) histological status of the
gonads, and (3) somatic sex chromosomal pattern.
The' general anatomic appearance should be con-
sidered with regard to the ease with which the
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Fig. 1l: W.B. before Fig. 2: W.B. after therepy

therepy with stilbesterol 1 mgm. dailly

Male pseudohermaphroditism in which the ex-
ternal genitalia at birth resemble the female type,
and which at adolesence undergo masculinization
pPresent a problem of therapy. Psychologically it
is unwise to attempt to change sex identity in an
individual after the age of two and one-half years,
yet there is psychological trauma because of the
difference between secondary seXx characteristics
and sex identity. A case has been presented in
which gonadectomy, phallusectomy, and artificial
vaginal construction were performed after which the

pPatient was placed on stilbesterol therapy of 1 mgm

daily with a moderwte increase in size of the breasts.

This seems to be a rational form of treatment in such
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