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I. INTRODUCTION

The relative merits of medical hypnosis as an effective
armamentarium in the practice of modern medicine is curremtly an issue
of diverse opinion and significant importance. Although the application
of hypnosis toward the relief of muman suffering has been recorded for
many hundreds of years, it has only been within the last decade that a
formal scientific exploration into its usage has been made.

The phenomenon of hypnosis is an aclnowledged reality and fact
that cannot be ignored by the medical profession, Not only is the
current medical literature abounding in testimonials as to fhe
therapeutic effectiveneés of this procedure (as well as its condemmation),
but the lay public have been alerted to its existence. Thus, public
demand alone is setting the precedent which obligates every physician
to acquaint himself with the possibilities of medical hypnosis,

For as many centuries as its history records, the medical
profession has thrived, to the greatness it enjoys today, on the nutrient
of every new meritable idea and concept that has come its way. By
constantly being on a vigilance toward new and better methods in
combating the maladies of man, the medical world has brought an end
to: the mass mortality of the plagues; the high incidence of maternal
deaths in childbirth; the futility in controlling bacterial infections

and the horror of undergoing surgery without anesthesia,
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