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Hydatidiform mole, a complication of pregnancy,
1s characterized by the progressive swelling of the
stroma of the chorionic villi, associated with the
disappearance of the fetal vascular system and ac-
companied by a variable amount of trophoblastic pro-
liferation. (15) The common pathogenic factor in such
swelling is absence or early death of the embryo during
the first three or four weeks of development, with
consequent disappearance of fetal vessels. The process
of swelling i1s due to functional trophoblast on villi
deprived of a functional fetal circulation.
Hydatidiform swelling, which is, therefore, not a
degeneration, occurs in three principal situations:
1. The chorionic villi of the majority of "blighted"
ova which constitute about one-half of all spon-
taneous abortions or nearly 5% of all pregnancies.
2. Focally throughout otherwise normally developing
prlacentas whose fetuses are alive and whose chorionic
circulation functions except in those focal areas.
3. The margin of normally developing placentas
where the chorionic villi are alive, but the fetal
circulation is becoming embarrassed by the develop-
ment of the chorion laeve.
A true hydatidiform mole is a temporarily missed abor-
tion of a "blighted" ovum whose microscopic hydatid
swelling has become macroscopic during the additional

weeks 1t has been retained in utero.

(1)
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