b

University of Nebraska University of Nebraska Medical Center
Medical Center- . .
BREAKTHROUGHS FORLIF DigitalCommons@UNMC
MD Theses Special Collections
1966

Present status of medical transportation and communication in
Nebraska

David Charles Babbitt
University of Nebraska Medical Center

This manuscript is historical in nature and may not reflect current medical research and
practice. Search PubMed for current research.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mdtheses

Recommended Citation

Babbitt, David Charles, "Present status of medical transportation and communication in Nebraska" (1966).
MD Theses. 2815.

https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mdtheses/2815

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at DigitalCommons@UNMC. It
has been accepted for inclusion in MD Theses by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UNMC. For
more information, please contact digitalcommons@unmc.edu.


http://www.unmc.edu/
http://www.unmc.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mdtheses
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/spec_coll
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mdtheses?utm_source=digitalcommons.unmc.edu%2Fmdtheses%2F2815&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mdtheses/2815?utm_source=digitalcommons.unmc.edu%2Fmdtheses%2F2815&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@unmc.edu

PRESENT STATUS OF MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
AND COMMUNICATION IN NEBRASKA

David Charles Babbitt

Lynn W, Thompson, M,D,, Advisor

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment for the Degree of
Doctor of Medicine

College of Medicine, Unlversity of Nebraska
February 1, 1966
Omaha, Nebraska



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT'S

The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance
of his advisor, Dr, Lynn W, Thompson, in suggesting the
thesls toplic, 1n generating such enthusiasm, and in
being helpful in so many ways,

He also wishes to thank Mr, William Schonlau of the
data processing center at the College of Mediclne for
his instruction in IBM card-punching and his success in
establishing a workable program for the questionalre data,

He 1s grateful to his wife, Paula, for her patience
in the preparation of thls thesis and for the many hours
spent typlng 1it,

Recognition 1s in order also for three staff wmembers
of the Department of Surgery at the College of Medicine
for their interest and encourggement - Dr, Merle M, Musselman,
Dr, Carl W, Sasse, and Dr, James R, Scott~Miller,

Much back-ground materlal was galned from: Mr, Thomas
P, Ryan, State Safety Coordinator, State of Nebraska; Mr,
George W, Nothhelfer, Executive Vice-President of the Omaha-
Douglas County Safety Councll; the Resource Officer of the
Nebraska National Guard; and the Field Program of the Commi-
ttee on Trauma of the American College of Surgeons, New

York Cilty.

i1



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
I, Introduction 1
A, Historical highlights of medical 1

trangportation
B, The need for such a study and review 11l

II, Material and methods used in data collection
and processing 18

A, Development of questionaires 18
B. Questionaire distribution and return 18

C. Processing the questionaires 23
III, Data obtained from questionaires 27
A, Firms and organizations providing

service a7

B, Vehicles, equipment, and upkeep 28

C., Utilization of facilities 32

D, Personnel dvaluation 34

E., Medical transportation finances 37

F. Present communications equipment 43

G, Prsent laws, codes, and ordinances 46

H, Distribution of vehicles 51

I, Distribution of hospitals 55

J. Department of Medical Transportation 56

K. Development of low-cost ambulance 58

L, Development of communications network 59

M, Developmgnt of medical form 62

N, Development of educational team 63
0, Safety and sanitation code 64 -

IV, Summary 66
V. Conclusions T4

VI. Bibliography 111 76



PRESENT STATUS OF MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
AND COMMUNICATION IN NEBRASKA

Ever since the inception of man he has been s
subjected to and suffered from physical trauma., iian
has also suffered from sickness since his creation, He
has been injured or become 1ll on the battlefilelds,
hunting grounds, and places of pleasure, It would probably
be safe to say that anywhere man has been he has been
in danger of trauma or sickness, The latter aspect has
brought to light the need for some mode of transportation
when he became 111 or injured away from home, He has
needed a vehicle to move him fo a place where care could
be provided, "A vehicle to transport the sick and injured"

is the definition Dor a d's Medical Dictionary uses to
2

define the word ambulance, The vehlcle has probably
ranged from a man's back to our present day helicopter,
The development of this vehicle to transport the
sick and injured 1is interesting, Sources are not eomplete
and are rather sketchy, Ambulance development has seemed
to paral el that of wars, This 1s probably because wars
present all types of injuries, As war has become more
devastating and more men have been in need of ambulance
service, advances have been made in the organization of
care and transportation of the sick and injured,

What 1s often called the oldest ambulance organization

in the world is the British Ambulance Association of St. John
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