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BACTERIAL ENDOCARDITIS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP
TO SURGICAL PROCEDURES

Renewed interest has occurred in bacterial endocarditis
during the past ten years, due te its occurrence as a serious
complication following surgical precedures, especially car-
diac surgery. The pathelegical process is changed with the
presence of presthetic valves in some cases, but not all, How-
ever, the climical coeurse of the disease appears to be changing
even in cases not having artificial valves. Previeusly, the
term "suwbacute bacterial emdocarditis™ was understeod to imclude
most cases of imfective endecarditis. Presently, acute bac-
terial endecarditis is imcreasing in frequemcy and is more com-
mon than the subacute form in certain areas (1).

Reasons for this chamging pattern are many, but two are of
prime importance. First, patients undergoing cardiac surgery
have an increased vulnerability, especially when a valve pres-
thesis is used, and secend, infecting organisms are beceming
more resistant to commenly used antibiotics. Diagmnosis of en-
docarditis eften is difficult ia these patients, as few periph-
eral manifestations of the disease are present in the early
stages of the disease. This makes the disease even more
serious, as very early diagnosis and treatmeat are essential to
recevery im the acute form.

This paper is a review of mine cases of bacterial endo-

carditis occurring in patients previously having some type of



surgical procedure done before the endocarditis occurred or
at least before it was recegnized, and one case apparently
cured by surgery.,

Four of the patients were hospitalized at Bishop Clarkson
Hospital, and six at the University of Nebraska Cellege of
Medicine Hospital. Four of the patients had opem heart sur-
gery with insertion of valve prosthesis, three had clesed
heart surgery, twe had cardiac catheterizatiom and one had a
veatricule-atrial shuat prier te the diagnosis of bacterial

endocarditis.
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