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Dysbarism is te term for the symptoms and signs
resulting from all changes in barometric pressure.
Decompression sickness is a syndrome, exclusive of
hypoxia and airsic ness, resulting from a rapid reduc-
tion in barometric pressure and characterized clinically
by a variety of symptoms thaught to be caused by two
chief mechanisms, evolutfon of dissolved gases from
soclution, and the expansion of trapped gases.

The symptoms of dysbarism are many. The faollowing
list excludes those symptoms presumably caused by the
expanion of trappd gases, for example, abdominal dis-
tension and painful parasnasal sinuses. This is done
so that attention can be focused on the subject of this
thesis; namely, ' ypercoagulability in dysbarism.

The symptoms are:

Joint nains, especially knees and shoulders
(the bends)
Cough, chest pain, dyspnea (chokes)

Skin disturbances such as rash, mottling,
paresthesia, and edema (the itch)
Various CNS symptoms; visusl field defects,

sphasiss, paralysis, confusion, sensory

losses, vertigo (the staggers)
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