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The asseclsatien ef excessive ameunts ef amnletic fluid
and ebstructive lesiens of the gastreintestinal tract has
been recegaized fer several years. Numereus theeries have been
advanced te explain thils asseclatiem, Curreatly, research
1s previding new cencepts as embryelegic causes begin te
be appareat and as the dymamic rele eof ammietic fluld in
fetal develepment 1s explered,

This paper censists of twe sectiens., The first delineates
seme of the physlelegic aspects ef fermatiem amd circulatien
of ammietic fluid. Ir this sectiem, pessible etielegic
mechanisms fer pelyhydrammies are alse discussed,

The secend sectlen deals with feur anemalies ef the upper
gastrointestiﬁgl tract which have been asseclated with
pelyhydrameies., The asseclatien ef these amemalies with
pPelyhydramnies has been ene of the arguments 1in faver ef
the fetal deglutitien theery of amnietic fluild remeval,
which 1s discussed in the paper,

The purpese eof the paper is twefeld. First, it discusses
séveral causes of upper small bewel ebstructien in the
neenate with a view teward better ﬂnderstanding of these
lesiens threugh imewledge of their embryegemesis., Secendly,
it discusses the pessible relatienship ef these anemalies te
pelyhydrammies and suggests that this relatiemship be cen-
sldered early in bables of pelyhydrammietic methers, If
such anemalies are censidered in this greup ef childrea, mere
prempt dlagnesis and mere effective treatment of the lesliens
Will result, with a diminutien ef merbididy and mertality

in these infants,
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