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The medical world's first description of psoriasis is that of Celsus,
who lived from 25 B.C. to 45 A.D.l The disease, psoriasis, is also found
in the 0ld Testament since the word "lepra® includes vitiligo, ichthyosis,
elephantiasis, and ploria.sis.2 Psoriasis was first classically described
in 1801 by Robert Willan. An accurate description is given in Willan's

book The Description and Treatment of Cutaneous Diseases. The following

is a quote from his book: "The cuticle is not, however, the only seat of
these complaints. They often originate from indurated papulae or larger
elevations of the true skin, which by pressure or distention injure the
texture of the cuticle, and produce thickened, irregular layers of it.
The lepra vulgaris at first exhibits small distinct elevations of the
cuticle which are reddish and shining, but never contain fluid. Within 24
hours, however, thin white scales form on their tops. After 3 or 4 days,
the small elevations are flattened and at the same time dilated by an ex-~
tension of their bases to the size of a silver penny. These patches con-
tinue to enlarge gradually until they become nearly the size of a crown
piece. They always retain a circular or oval form, are covered with dry
scales, and surrounded by a red border."3

Yolumes have been written on psoriasis since the time of Celsus.
Gradually, the disease has begun to be understood. As with most diseases,
research workers in recent years have been interested with the biochemical
pature of this disorder. The following pages will attempt to bring some
of these findings together and to put forth what is known concerning the
biochemistry of psoriasis. The following subjects will be covered in
this paper: minerals, carbohydrates, proteins, esterases, phosphatases,

lipids, and dermis.

































	Biochemistry of psoriasis
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1687545004.pdf.npf_Y

