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During the eighteenth century, England was a country in
which the nobility and other groups of society patronized numer-
ous charlatans and mountebanks, This "Age of Enlightenment" was
a period during which great rationalizing by the intelligentsia
took place in Western Europe, However, the rest of society was
often led astray by quacks who pretended to possess numerous
natural powers and abilities, Sometimes the surgeons of this
period were men who did not deserve the right to take the lives
of other human beings into their own hands, During this interva
in the history of medicine, however, the art of surgery developed
into what could be considered a field of science., There were
relatively few new principles introduced into surgery, but tech.
niques were greatly improved in the realms of normal and patho-
logical anatomy.

The history of surgery can be traced back to the days of the
Stone Age when the aborigines roamed over the plains of Burope
and performed operations with tools of chipped flint, Surgery
gradually progressed through the era of the advanced civilization
of the Egyptians., The Greeks added to the progress during the
time of Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine, and subsequently.
The Arabians developed further advances during the Middle Ages.

The social status of the surgeon was greatly enhanced during
the Middle Ages in Europe as well as in England. The surgeons
were organized with the barbers in business guilds that were

known as Barber-Surgeon Companiés. During the first part of the
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