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SMALL BOWEL DIVERTICULA

The small bowel diverticula, excluding the Meckel's
variety, have evolved from a rare necropsy curiosity of
75 years ago to a clinical entity of importance which is
often being overlooked today. Due to the multiplicity
of position, types, and complications, the diagnosis is
often obscure, Most cases are asymptomatic, but a few
cases will turn up with severe complaints and a distress-
ing history. Therefore, each case should be evaluated
on its own terms and not dismissed on the mere grounds
of statistical values.

HISTORY

The diverticula, which are small pouches or pockets
leading off from the main cavity, were first noted in the
1700's arising from the small bowel, These initial ob-
servations by Chomel in 1710, as reported by Maingot
(38), were made at the autopsy of an eighty=-year old
woman who died of an apoplectic fit. There was a blind
duodenal pouch which contained twenty=-two gallstones.
Maingot (38) also reported that the next account was in
1765 by Morgagni, and the third report was by Sommering
in 1794, Then followed Voigtel in 1804.

The first report in the English literature was in
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