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"Centennial Symbol" by Nebraska sculptor Danny Whetstone, dedicated
October 5, 1980. Th e figures represent the past, present and fuwre generations of the college. The flame symbolizes the college's continuing commitment to health care.
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Omaha Medical College football team, 1900. (L tor, back row)
Dickinson, Jungbluth, Carlile, Lee (Mgr.), Lemar, Chambers,
Haller; (middle row) Stuart, Griffith, Kerr, Moore (Capt.),
McDowell; (front row) Smith, Tomholm, Platt, Allen.
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INTRODUCTION
The history of an institution like the University of Nebraska College of Medicine can
be viewed from a number of perspectives. In the history of medicine, the University of
Nebraska College of Medicine mirrors, with its own singular shape, the growth of medical
science and the medical profession during a century of great change and discovery. In the
perspective of the history of education in Nebraska, the college stands as one more expression of society's efforts to train individuals for one of its most vital and necessary professions, and to offer opportunities for education and training to its citizens. In the development of Omaha, of Douglas County, and of Nebraska, the college has evolved as an institution fostered by the society growing up on the American frontier, to meet increasing
demands for medical expertise and training. What the University of Nebraska College of
Medicine has become is the result of these and other powerful forces creating, by interaction and synthesis, a modern institution capable of meeting today's need for quality
medical care.
Our purpose here is to trace the College of Medicine's fi rst century of growth and
change, to describe the alchemy that has t,ransformed the original Omaha Medical College, a two-story building at 11th and Mason Streets, into the College of Medicine of today, an integral part of the multi-disciplinary University of Nebraska Medical Center in
mid-town Omaha. We wish to celebrate those one hundred years of achievement and
credit some of the many individuals who have contributed. Beyond these intentions, we
have one more. By examining the last hundred years of the medical college, we may learn
better how to guide its next hundred years of progress.

Frank J. Menolascino, M .D.
Chairman, Centennial History Committee
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