THE CWITTSON GREVOLGUTION:
1964-1972

Basic Science Building, east eflfrance, ca. 1972 (named Willson Hall to honor Dr. C. L. Willson at his retiremel//, February, 1972).
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Basic Science Building and Library of Medicine, viewed from
souchwest. Level 5 between the buildings provides space for administrative offices of the college and the Medical Center.

Dr. Cecil L. Wittson, Dean, /964-1968.

In June of 1964, Dean Tollman resigned after an effective but trying 12-year tenure
as Dean. The political impasse on hospital expansion and the renewed accreditation problems were remaining challenges after nis departure. The Regents turned, after considerable discussion, to Dr. Cecil Wittson, Chairman of the Department of Neurology
and Psychiatry and Director of Nebraska Psychiatric Institute. He agreed to accept the
Dean's office if he were given control over the administration of the College of Medicine,
responsible only to the Chancellor of the University and the Board of Regents, and if the
college could present and defend its own budget request to the Legislature. These conditions were agreed upon, and Dr. Wittson was appointed Dean of the college in August
1964.
Wittson brought to the Deanship all the skills and experience he had developed in
leading Nebraska Psychiatric Institute to national prominence. Although quiet and
reserved to those who did not know him well, Wittson had the ability to awaken interest
and generate enthusiasm, involvement and action in those around him - his faculty, the
Legislature and even federal health agencies, as he sought support for his efforts to build
the College of Medicine into a modern Medical Center that could provide health care and
education to the citizens of Nebraska.
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Dr. Wittso11's Master Plan for Campus Development, 1965. (I) NPJ research wing, (Z) Medical Amphitheatre, (J) Ambulatorium and Parking Tower, (4) Continuing £ducation and Parking Tower, (5) Teachillg Hospital and Clinic, (6) Basic Science Buildi11g, (7) Library.

New P lans for Expansion
After his appointment Dr. Wittson moved with characteristic speed to seek solutions
to the problems facing the college. In January 1965, he announced a new six-year building
plan which was not only ambitious but politically astute. Wittson projected the construction of a new basic science building, a "small but superb" hospital, and a new library to
house the college's 130,000 volumes. In doing so , he was promising an expansion of
classes to produce more physicians, a hospital which was poLitically acceptable to the
Omaha med ical community, and an emphasis on educational programs which would lay
to rest all doubts about the College of Medicine's commitment to excellence. In June
1965, the Legislature approved an expanded building plan of $15.3 million. 111
In addition to his progress with building plans, Dr. Wittson began recruitment of
more full -time clinical faculty and reorganization of the administrative structure of the
college and hospital. On the basis of these changes, and the promise of Wittson's energetic
leadership, the college was granted full accreditation for three years in 1965.
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Wittson's victory on behalf of the College of Medicine was completed in January
1966, when ,an $8. I million federal grant was awarded to complete his three-phase
building plan.
Phase I included construction of a hospital and the remodeling of the old hospital
units, I and II. Phase II provided for the new Basic Science Building, renovation of the
North Laboratory Building and remodeling of Conkling Hall. Phase Ill included the
building of the Library of Medicine and remodeling in Unit II to create a biomedical communications center that would provide campus-wide media production and distribution
services.ll 2

Construction Begins
In 1967, ground was broken for the new hospital and the Basic Science Building, and
remodeling of Conkling Hall began to provide temporary offices for departments displaced by remodeling and construction elsewhere. In October of that year, a 39-bed
pediatric unit located in remodeled Unit II , level 5, was dedicated as the Herman Jahr
Pediatric Pavilion in honor of the distinguished former chairman of that department.
Construction was started on the $200,000 Eppley Radiation Research Center, an extension of the hospital 's radiology department. This facility would add to the college' s
capability to carry out cancer therapy and research. A regional center for the treatment of
patients with emphysema was established with funding from the Vocational Rehabilitation Administration. In November 1967, the Regents announced that federal and other
grants to the College of Medicine had reached a record high of $3.9 million.

(Upper left) Groundbreaking for new
hospital and Basic Science Building,
January, 1967. Front row: Chancellor C.
Hardin, Governor .N. Tiemann, Drs. F.
Smith and C. A. McWhorter.
(Above) Eppley Radiation Research
Center under construction, underground
between Hospital Units II and Ill. Viewed
from the north, 1967.
(L eft) Dr. /. Kass, Director, rests breath·
ing capacity of o patient in the regional
emphysema center, co. 1969.
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Participants, Future of Medicine Symposium (I to r) Dr. C.
Wagner, A sst. Surgeon General, HEW; Dean Kugel; Dr. J.
Millis, Chancellor, Case-Western Reserve Uni1•ersity, April/8,
/969.

Dedication of Basic Science Building
On April 18, 1969, as part of the College of Medicine's celebration of the University
of Nebraska Centennial, the new Basic Science Builtliug aut! th~ hospital addition were
dedicated with a full-day symposium on "The Future of Medicine."
Despite changes in medical education and the growth of the student body, the North
and South Laboratory Buildings had continued as the primary teaching faciliti es in the
basic sciences since 1919. Wittson recognized that more space and new equipment were
necessary to support this most essential core of medical education. The new building provided offices and laboratories for the departments of anatomy, microbiology, and
pathology as well as a 300-seat auditorium and a variety of specialized teaching facili ties.
The biochemistry and physiology departments remained in the recently remodeled South
Building, and a new Department of Pharmacology would occupy remodeled space in the
North Building113 (to be named Poynter Hall in 1970).
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(Above) Sketch, multidisciplinary teaching laboratory,
ground floor, new Basic
Science Building.
(Righi) Gross anatomy dissection area, Basic Science
Building.
(Far right) Dr. J. S. Lalla
and L. McFarland at new
electron microscope. Basic
Science Building, /966.
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Proposed University of Nebraska Library of Medicine, 1966.

Bernice Hetz.ner, Librarian,
1947-1973 (Photo, 1954).

Library Construction
In 1927 the College of Medicine Library had been moved to "temporary" quarters in
Hospital Unit II. As the college grew, the 100-seat readins room on level 4 and the stack
areas below were taxed to capacity. Despite space problems an excellent collection was
developed, including a number of rare books donated by a lumni and friends of the
library. PhillipS. Moe served as librarian from 1940 to 1948. When he was succeeded by
Bernice Hetzner the collection totalled 56,000 volumes and 586 periodical subscriptions.
For the next 20 years the library continued to grow and build its reputation for service
despite inadequate quarters. In the mjd-sixties, at Dr. Willson's urging, Mrs. Hetzner and
her staff began planning a new facility. As soon as the Medical Library Assistance Act
was passed by Congress in 1965, Wittson was quick to submit a construction grant application. In 1968, a $1.6 million grant was awarded to support the construction of the
new building. A fund drive among alumnj, led by Dr. Leon S. McGoogan, raised
$385,000, and the Legislature appropriated the remainder needed. In July 1970, Mrs.
Hetzner and her staff moved into the new library which contained approximately 65,000
square feet for patron service and library operations. Special features of the library included a learning center for use of instructional media and facilities to house the growing
rare book collection.

Stacks and study area, level
7, new Library of Medicine,
1970.

Crowded stack area, tower
lel•el. library, hospital Unit
II, north wing, 1967.
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Dedication of Library
of Medicine, May 7,
1971. (I to r) Dr. M.
Cummings, Director,
National Library of
Medicine, Mrs. Hetz·
ner, Chancellor D.
Varner, Dr. C. Witfson.

The new building also provided an administrative locus for the Mid-Continental
Regional Medical Library Program, which had been established in 1968 with Mrs.
Hetzner as its director. This regional library gives service to and coordinates medical
library activities in a seven-state region. In recognition of her accomplishments in the field
of medicallibrarianship Mrs. Hetzner was appointed to serve on the Board of Regents of
the National Library of Medicine in 1971. When she retired in 1973, she was succeeded by
David Bis hop in 1973 and Robert Braude who assumed the directorship in 1978.
The present holdings for the Hbrary include approximately 180,000 volumes and
3,370 serials subscriptions. In 1980, the library was named the Leon S. McGoogan
Library of Medicine to honor Dr. McGoogan for his fund-raising efforts and his private
gifts to the library ,114
(Above left) Leaming Resource Center, 8th
floor, houses large collection of audiovisual
materials for student and faculty use.
(Above center) Alumnus Dr. Robert J. Moes.
donor to the rare book collection, inspects
one of the volumes in the collection, ca. 1968.
(Left) First floor, library. Circulation desk,
ca. 1970.

Proposed University Hospital, ca. 1966.

The New University Hospital
As previously noted, an important part of Wittson's building program was the construction of a "small but excellent University Hospital. " Remodeling of the existing
wards was completed in 1966, and early in 1967 ground was broken for the new hospital
addition, planned to include the most up-to-date facilities for patient care and treatment;
this unit was completed in 1969, raising the hospital's bed capacity to 285.
The Legislature also moved to give the hospital more financial independence. With
the coming of federal Medicare and Medicaid legislation in the middle 1960's and the increase in private health insurance coverage, new impetus was given to the issue. T he
Legislature removed the restriction that University Hospital patients must be indigent,
and encouraged the hospital to become self-supporting through charges to patients and
third-party payers.
In 10 years, the financial position of the hospital and clinics shifted dramatically
toward self-support. In 1966, approximately 80o/o of the cost of operation was supported
by legislative appropriation. By 1976, 85% of the costs were covered by revenue from
patient charges. liS Richard C. Schripsema, hospital administrator fro m 1966 to 1974 and
Vice Chancellor and administrator from 1972 to 1974, supervised the change. His successors in the administrator's post , Douglas Peters and Robert Baker, have moved the
hospital closer to self-support, while building a new image focusing on the hospital's role
as a center for highly specialized health services, serving Nebraska and surrounding states.
(Right) R. E. Connor in new
pharmacy area, ca. 1970.
(For right) New hospital,
typical semi-private room,
1970.
(Below) Surgery recovery area,
Level I, hospital, ca. 1970.
(Below right) Dr. Y. Miyazaki
with high-risk infant, ca. 1968.
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(Above left) Dr. Paul Pearson, Director of MCRI since
1967.
(Above) MCRI Mary Luman Meyer wing, view from
south, 1972.
(Far left) MCR I patient in pediatric demistry clinic.
(Left) Duane Kliewer, physical therapist, works with
handicapped child.

Continuing Growth of Services for Children
ln 1967 negotiations were completed and the Board of the Meyer Therapy Center
deeded the facility to the University of Nebraska Medical Center, and Dr. Paul Pearson
was named Medical Director of the therapy center and Meyer Professor of Child Health .
In 1968, the therapy center's programs combined with those of the University's Handicapped Children's Clinic to form the Meyer Children's Rehabilitation Institute (MCRI).
The institute established as its broad goals: providing interdisciplinary education for
personnel in health, education, and vocational fields needed in services to children with
handicaps; demonstrating exemplary interdisciplinary service programs; and carrying out
basic and clinical research on the prevention and treatment of handicapping conditions in
children. As programs and services grew, MCRI adopted the additional goal of serving as
a statewide resource center for state and community agencies. In its teaching role MCRI
now provides experience for students in all of the health care professions at the Medical
Center and for students in related fields from the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
In 1972 the MCRI building was expanded with the help of a $175,000 grant from the
Meyer-Ceco Foundation. The Mary Luman Meyer wing provided much-needed space for
expanded diagnostic and therapy services. In the five years of the institute's existence, the
staff had increased from nine fuU-time employees to 50 professional staff members. By
1980, the number of full-time employees had grown to 163.116
The directors of the Hattie B. Munroe Home entered into a contract with the University in 1968, under which the Munroe Foundation retained ownership of the facility and
contributed funds for operation of programs planned and staffed by the University of
Nebraska Medical Center. The home's name was changed to the Hallie B. Munroe
Pavilion. For several years, the pavilion continued to provide care for handicapped
children who needed services at MCRI and the J.P. Lord School, but whose homes were
too far away for commuting. As the need for such care declined, the pavilion became the
location of several Medical Center programs which were established to provide specialized
services to children with handicaps.ll7
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Dr. H. Garcia, Eppley scientist,
studies circulation and structure in
hamster cheek pouch, ca. 1970.

Dr. S. Mirvish in his Eppley
Institute laboratory.

Shubik Research Team to Nebraska
During this era there was continuing emphasis on expanding Medical Center research
activities and funding in all health science areas. Dr. Philippe Shubik, internationally
known cancer researcher, became Professor of Oncology and Director of the Eppley Institute in July 1968. When he arrived from the Chicago Medical School Institute for
Medical Research, he brought with hjm 54 of his research staff, $ 1 million worth of
specialized research equipment, and more than $ 1 million in research fu nds. Over the next
several years this institute, under Dr. Shubik's direction, would build an international
reputation for its extensive research into the environmental causes of cancer. In 1978 the
institute reached a new high in outside research fund ing with $3.4 million in support of its
many cancer research projects.
In early 1969 plans were drawn for additional animal research space adjacent to the
Eppley Cancer Institute. With a promise of funds from the Eppley Foundation, the North
Building am phitheatre was demolished, excavation was done, and pilings were driven for
footings. Then construction stopped while Dr . Wittson searched for the $2 million needed
to complete the building. In July 1971, construction resumed and the Eppley Hall of
Science was dedicated on June 22, 1973.
Dr. Linda Malick at the electron microscope, Eppley Institute,
ca. 1975.

Hamster lung, electron
microscope, magnification
850:<.
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Rural Medical Day: Nebraska
communities sell the advantages of
rural living to Medical Celller
students, April 1971.

Dr. Fay Smith, ca. 1965.

Dr. Francis Land, ca. 1972.

Dr. Margaret Faithe supervising patient
examination in. Family Practice Clinic.

Rural Health
Throughout his years as Dean and Chancellor, Dr. Wittson was very much aware of
the need to provide more health manpower and better health care to rural Nebraska, if
legislative support of the Medical Center were to remain strong. Soon after Wittson
became Dean, Dr. Fay Smith, a well-known family practitioner from Imperial, was appointed to the first Professorship of General Practice, one of three such positions in the
nation.
The Division of Family Practice was created in 1969 and was given new status as a
department in 1970 with Francis M. Land, M .D., as chairman. Dr. Land's success in
getting philosophical support from other college faculty and Nebraska physicians and
financial support through federal grants resulted in rapid growth of the programs of the
department. The family practice residency was established and residents began to train at
hospitals in Scottsbluff, Kearney, Crete, and Friend.
Dr. Land was also involved in the early planning for the physician's assistant training
program, and played a key role in setting up an innovative bachelor's degree program in
the College of Medicine for physician's assistants training in the School of Health Care
Sciences, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas.
W Street Clinic, family
practice resident with patient,
1972.
(Far right) Dr. P. Mooring
explaining heart stmcture
to participanr in Family
Practice Review course,
March 1972.
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Continuing Education
auditorium with participant materials in place
for course, 1977.

(Above) Eppley Hall of
Science, emrance to Continuing
Education Center, 1973.
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Lobby, Cominuing Education Center, 1977.

R. MaCollum, 8. Zwirlein
and R. Moutrie prepare for
a telephone conference ro
Nebraska hospitals, /977.

Continuing Medical Education
Because of the college's firm belief in the importance of continuing education to the
health care practitioner, two of the five floors of the new Hall of Science provided the first
permanent home for rapidly expanding continuing education activities.
Medical meetings had been sponsored by the college through the years on a rather informal basis. For a time the Alumni Association had sponsored annual clinical reviews. In
the mid-1950's, Larry Cappiello, H.S.D., was appointed director of public information
and continuing education. In 1965, when Dr . Fay Smith joined the faculty, he also served
as coordinator of continuing medical education. Carl Potthoff, M.D., assumed the
responsibility after Dr. Smith's death in 1968. A full-time adult educator, Robert R.
Moutrie, was hired in 1969 to coordinate the College of Medicine's continuing education
offerings and to promote additional programs in other colleges and institutes. Moutrie
also assumed responsibility for the planning of the new continuing education center in the
Eppley Hall of Science. liB

Other Expansion Plans
In 1969 the Nebraska Lions Clubs announced plans to build a $250,000 eye institute
on the Medical Center campus on the south side of Units I and II of the hospital. That
same year state and federal funding was identified for the ChanceJJor's last large expansion project, the new College of Nursing, a $3.4 million building to be built on the
southeast corner of 42nd Street and Dewey Avenue.
In 1971 Dr. Wittson began planning an Ambulatorium, a new clinic building to
relieve the overcrowded conditions resulting from the huge increase in outpatient visits
each year. A grant application was submitted but not funded, delaying construction until
the mid 1970's.
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Residem D. Lower provides clinical iiiStruction
to L. Burger and R. Wigton, medical students,
internal medicine service, 1968.

Dr. G. Beddoe. ENT resident, with patient, 1968.

Expansion of Residencies and Other Programs
The number and size of residency training programs increased rapidly in the second
half of the 1960's. In addition to the residency in family practice, programs were established in oral surgery (1967), neurology (1968), orthopedics (1969), and urology (1970).
The Nebraska Psychiatric Institute inaugurated post-residency training in child
psychiatry. By 1970, the number of residents undergoing specially training in the College
of Medicine had reached 149.
Concurrent with the expansion of residencies, there was an increase in the number of
health science students enrolled on the medical campus. With Dean Wittson's encouragement, new and existing allied health programs assumed more importance and the first
Associate Dean for Allied Health Professions was appointed. The nursing school also expanded its classes. As Wittsoo had promised, the number of medical students grew from
349 in 1967 to 423 in 1970. By 1972 the total enrollment on the medical campus reached
1,218, with 472 medical students.

Administrative Restructuring
During these years of growth and expansion from College of Medicine to Medical
Center, the Omaha campus was still administratively a part of the University of Nebraska
in Lincoln. In 1968 plans were made to add the University of Omaha to the Nebraska
University system; the resulting administrative reorganization officially recognized the
Medical Center as a semi-autonomous unit of the University of Nebraska system.
These changes brought new titles and new administrators: In March I968 Dean
Wittson was appointed President (a title changed to Chancellor in 1971 ). Dr. Rena Boyle
became Dean of the School of Nursing; D r. Merrill Eaton, Director of the Nebraska
Psychiatric Institute, and Dr. Robert B. Kugel, Dean of the College of Medicine in
January 1969.
Chancellors at merger convocation: Dr. C. Hardin, UN-L; Dr. K.
Naylor, UNO; Dr. C. Wittson, UNMC, November 29, 1967.

Dr. Merrill T. Eaton

Dr. Robert B.

Ku~:el.

Dean.

1969-1974.
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Dean Kugel's Goals for the College
Dr. Kugel had come to the College of Medicine as Chairman of the Department of
Pediatrics in 1965. He had a national reputation for his active involvement in formulating
federal programs for the mentally retarded and served on the President's Committee on
Mental Retardation. Rather reserved and low key, Dr. Kugel quietly set about supporting
and enhancing those programs begun by Dr. Wittson. Resources were identified to
strengthen the basic sciences program and increase faculty numbers; a commitment was
made to the growth of continuing medical education both on and off the campus; and
available federa l funds were secured to build College of Medicine programs and facilities
and to support curricular changes.
Both Wittson and Kugel were especially concerned with primary and preventive
health care and with the need for strong outpatient services. Off-campus community
clinics were proposed as a way to provide better health care to the population, and more
realistic experiences to students and residents. The first such clinic was opened at 3018 W
Street in Omaha, in 1969. Within six years, fami ly health centers were also established in
North Omaha and central Omaha.
(Right) Dr. Kugel receives first campus photo ID card from George Pfau,
May 1973.
(Far right) Family practice clinic at
3018 W Street, 1969.
(Below) Drs. W. J. Wilson and R. K.
Homed review X-rays sent via telephone from Broken Bow, Ne., SlowScan TV Project, ca. 1973.
(Below, right) Dr. Kugel and Mrs.
Hubert Humphrey visit NPI MR Research Unit, February 1967.

(Upper left) Dr. M. Quaife and student with new dual rectal/near scanner, ca. 1969.
(Abow!) Biomedical Communications
Center. J. Ressegieu directs production of program in color TV studio.
1971.
(Far left) D. Blackwell observes as Dr.
G. Gibbs administers a pulmonary

function test .for cystic f ibrosis research. 1968.
(Left) Cen ter for Human Generics.
Dr. J. Eisen takes .fro<.en sperm cells
from liquid nitrogen. co. 1972.

Chancellor Wittson Steps Down
By the end of Wittson's eight-year tenure in 1972, the physical growth of the Medical
Center was striking, and many saw it as Wittson 's greatest achievement as Dean and
Chancellor. However, he had also brought about the evolution of the College of Medicine
into a Medical Center, a complex organization with the college as one vital part. These
more difficult and less visible changes in the institution had broadened the scope and increased the potential of the College of Medicine to train health manpower, carry out
research, and give service in the medical sciences. The direction had been set and the foundation had now been laid for a medical center, capable of growing and responding to the
future health care demands of the State of Nebraska. For Chancellor Willson, who had
moved successfully from practicing psychiatrist to medical administrator, age 65 did not
mean retirement. He immediately began a new career as a consultant in hospital construction for an Omaha-based architectural firm .
Omaha Sun newspapers
chose Dr. Wittson ' 'Mon of
the Yetrr, " December 29,
1966. Photo at right from
Sun story.

