RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTES OF
VARIO US BODIES.
FROM THE BISHOPS ATTENDING THE FUNERAL.

T

HE Bishops gathered on the occasion of
the burial of their dear and honored
brother, the Bishop of Nebraska, cannot separate without giving expression to the feelings
of love and reverence with which they regarded him while living, and now mourn him when
departed.
There will be others who will testify to
what he was in his Diocese, the strong and
tender father of all his flock ; of what he was
as a citizen; broad, generous, wise and humane;
of what he was in the varied trusts and offices
held by him, in which he came, with his clear,
strong mind. and with his admirable executive
qualities, naturally to the front.
But for us it is left to speak of him as one
who belonged not merely to his Diocese, but
to the Church at large; in whose person the
American Episcopate revealed some of its
best results, and one whose sagacity and intrepid faith we shall long lament the loss of in
the councils of the Church.
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He stands before our memories as a representative Wes tern Bishop. Whatever other
interests were astir, that which by eminence
brought him to his feet and kindled his enthusiasm was his intense belief in the great
possibilities of the growth and mission of the
Church, in the new states and territories of the
growing West. His faith in this was sublime.
His demands on the Church in behalf of it
were often in advance of what was conceded ;
and yet his belief was ever fresh and strong,
and he imparted his enthusiasm to others.
In the great representative councils of the
Church and in its vast missionary gatherings
his clear voice rang out with an eloquence all
his own, rallying the Church's faltering hopes,
and calling it to more generous standards of
giving. Some of his utterances formed epochs
in the Church's present awakened consciousness of larger missionary duty.
Living as he did in the Gate City of the
West, his home was the resort of the Missionary Bishops on their way to and from their
great fields of work; and in the cheer and
sunny presence and intense faith of their
leader, they became stronger themselves.
His brethren recall how singularly in him
were combined the astuteness and tenacity of
purpose of the man of affairs, with the simple
faith of the child and the tenderness of the
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woman.
His laity and his clergy equally
trusted in and loved him. A great city hushed
its work and stood reverently as his honored
remains were borne through it to his grave.
His fellow sharers in the same great trust
that he bore so loftily, take up their duties
again with a renewed consecration of purpose,
as they leave his mortal remains under the
shadow of the beautiful Cathedral whose completion he was permitted to see and rejoice in,
imploring of God upon his bereaved family
and Diocese, grace, mercy and peace from God
the Father, and from His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
MINUTE OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

This Board has just heard with profound
sorrow of the recent death of the Rt. Rev.
Robert Harper Clarkson, D.D., LL.D., Bishop
of Nebraska.
It avails itself of this, the earliest opportunity, to record its sense of the great and
afflicting loss, not only to the Diocese of Nebraska, but to this Board and to the whole
Church, by this sad and sudden visitation of our
merciful Father.
With lively gratitude to God it recalls, and
with tender, mournful satisfaction it will remember, the character, life and labors of this
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well beloved and apostolic servant of Christ.
In each and all he was remarkable among his
peers. In each and all he had a hold upon the
common heart of the Church such as it falls
to the lot of few men to win. His praise is,
indeed, this day in all the Churches; and by all
will the memory of what he was and did be
gratefully cherished.
For seventeen out of the eighteen years of his
Episcopate he was most intimately associated
with this Board as one of the leading, representative Missionary Bishops of this Church.
In this relation he was always wise in counsel,
faithful to every duty, energetic and devoted
in executing whatever was devised for the
furtherance of the Church's welfare, and especially for the extension of her missionary work
among the rapidly gathering millions in the
new empires of the West.
During those years so crowded with selfdenials, hardships and toils all worthy of a
true Apostle of Jesus Christ, it was allowed
him to see, and the whole Church to rejoice
over, the steady and sure growth of his jurisdiction from the feeblest beginnings into a
vigorously organized and effective Diocese.
In this strongly developed and wisely fashioned
work, into whose fruits many posterities
- will enter as the generations roll on, we recog-
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nize the only true and suitable monument to
his memory.
Though with a high sense of the authority
of office, this man of God preferred, in all his
Episcopal administration, to build on the moral
authority born of an affectionate confidence
among his fellows, in his purity of character,
wisdom of judgment, and deep unselfish devotion to the work the Master had given him
to do.
Should it ever become known outside the
circle of his own immediate cares and responsibilities how much and how often he sacrificed
himself to promote the usefulness and well
being of his missionary clergy, none will wonder that, as a body, they were always so ready
to endure hardness, and to follow their leader
wheresoever the Master's call might draw him.
And now this Board mourns most of all that
it will see his face no more, never again feel
the inspiration of his deep, unwasting missionary zeal, or hear his voice plead, with magnetic
power and burning love, the great commission
of the eternal Shepherd and Bishop of souls,
"Go ye into all the world, discipling and
baptizing all nations in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Amen."
Resolved, That a copy of this minute be
entered on the minutes of this Board.
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Resolved, That a copy be forwarded to the
Standing Committee of the Diocese of Nebraska.
Resolved, That a copy be sent to the widow
and family of the late Bishop.
Resolved, That this minute be published in
the Spirit of Missions.
RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE CLERGY OF THE DIO•
CESE OF NEBRASKA AND OF THE MISSIONARY
JURISDICTION OF DA KOT A.

WHEREAS, It has seemed good to our Father
in Heaven to take to Himself the soul of the
Rt. Rev. Robert Harper Clarkson, D.D., LL.D.,
we, the clergy of the Diocese of Nebraska,
and of those present from the Missionary Jurisdiction of Dakota, do bow ourselves with the
utmost submission and resignation to the Divine will,
Resolved, That we do hereby place on record
the sense of our great bereavement; and that
we shall ever, with the fondest regard, keep in
memory how our Bishop endeared himself to
us all by his wise government, touching eloquence, generous hospitality, tenderest sympathy, unbounded labors, self-sacrifice and
most noble charities. We are led to just
searchings of heart as we consider the inscrutable Providence that relieves from labor such
7
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a man in the midst of his years of greatest
usefulness in the Church of Christ.
We would most gratefully express our gratitude to God in His having for eighteen years
preserved our Bishop, in the midst of much
exposure and danger, and permitted him to be
most tenderly nurse d and skilfully treated in
his last sickness and in the bosom of his
family.
We would also thank our Heavenly Father
for having given us such a leader, while we did
the work of His own Son in extending salvation to our fellow men; and we pray that the
labors done in health by our late Bishop, the
patient endurance at all times, and especially
in his last sickness, the triumphant faith displayed as the end approached, and the calm,
beautiful departure, may encourage us in our
work and assure us that our labors shall not be
111 va111.
Resolved, That the clergy of Nebraska and
those of the jurisdiction of Dakota be requested
to hold memorial services on next Sunday or
on the Sunday following.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions
be prepared and presented to the bereaved
companion of the departed, and with the
assurance of our heartiest sympathy in her
sorrow.
Resolved, That these resolutions be printed

RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTES.

99

in the daily journals of the cities of the West,
as also in the Church papers of our country.

FROM THE CATHEDRAL CHAPTER OF THE DIOCESE
OF NEBRASKA.

Since we last met in Chapter, our Head and
Right Reverend Father has ceased from his
labors. Convened for the first time without his
presidency, our first duty is to make of record
our testimony to his name.
In the old books the Chapter is called the
Senate of the Bishop, and its members are
called his brothers. Realizing in these days
the theory of the early centuries, this Chapter
bears to the Bishop a peculiar relation. It is
charged with the duty of assisting him in the
exercise of his Episcopal office. Our assistance
to our Bishop particularly relates to the missions and the funds and property of the
Diocese. In the discharge of this duty we saw
Bishop Clarkson close at hand in his daily
administration. We rejoice that the several
bodies to which he belonged, the parishes, the
Cathedral vestry, the Boards of Trust of the
Schools, the assembled citizenship of Omaha,
the Board of Managers of the Missionary
Society, the vestry of the Church which he
served through all his priesthood, and his
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brethren of the Episcopate, have made record
of their affection and appreciation.
As in a particular sense members of his
church family, we have known him in the
closest association, we do make mention and
declare as preeminent these grand facts :
I.
It is to his provident thoughtfulness and
vigilant activity that the Diocese owes the
fact, that default was never once made in the
payment of the stipends of the missionaries
on the day they became due; and to his
unstinted generosity and solicitous affection
that no one of his clergy ever, in any need or
adversity, appealed to him in vain. To encourage and help the weak and remote stations,
he was an itinerant missionary on the frontier,
giving up the enjoyments and ease of pleasant
places, and meeting every manner of hardship
for his Master.
2.
His wise foresight, careful diligence and
resolute self-denial provided the Diocese with
considerable property and endowment ; and
these he gathered out of the smallest means.
Some of us remember, in the early years of
his Episcopate, the little Whitsunday offerings
which were the foundation of the fund for the
support of the Bishop, now adequate thereto ;
and how, when a part of the income of the
fund was tendered to him by us, he refused it,
looking to the day when a more imperative
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need would press upon us. Nor was it otherwise with other funds. And we all recall, in
all our affairs, how careful and anxious and
wise and true he was, not so much for the
thin gs of the day into which his interests
entered, but for the days to come, when
another should enter into his labors.
3. In the contemplation of the character of
Bishop Clarkson we have revealed to us, in a
new and clearer light, the beauty of holiness.
What is shadowed forth in some grand shrine
erected to the glory of Almighty God, or in
some other work of sacred art, is here di splayed
to our view in a true reality. His utter humility, that made him unconscious of himself and all
he was and had done and deserved; his masculine strength when standing up against wrong,
for what he believed to be just and right ; his
absolute faith in the Saviour, so pure and warm
and strong that no doubt ever once touched it;
his love of all men, so wide that no one was
beyond its reach, so active that no need of
help once seen went un supplied; so gene·rous
that he was bowed with the burdens of others
aud never kn ew how he was weighted; the
purity of his nature such that an evil thing in
his presence, if it can be conceived, seemed a
sac rilege; and these qualities, and the others
that go with them, all aglow with the grace
and even playfulness that the innocence of
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little children has; surely here we see the
very substance and truth of a beauty not
made with hands, even of a Temple of the
Holy Ghost.
4. We thank our Heavenly Father for the
example of this Saint now departed in His
faith and fear, and for the blessing that has
been ours to be near to him in this world. We
cannot check our grief for our grievous loss,
nor suppress our sympathy for his widow and
kinsfolk; but surely to all will come another
meeting from which there will be no parting.
FROM THE ST ANDING COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE.

Be it resolved, That in the loss of the first
Bishop of Nebraska, we have lost one who was
also first in counsel, first in example and first
in every noble work; that looking to the
upbuilding of what has now, under his fostering care, grown to be a strong and independent Diocese, with its noble Cathedral, its hospital, its endowment, its educational institutes,
which have been largely the result of his own
patient and persistent energy, we desire to
express our heartfelt gratitude to God for
these great benefits, and for the noble example
he has set us, of patience with us, of good will
toward us, and for his unswerving loyalty. He
was truly Catholic in his sympathies, a lover
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of home and foreign missions, a lover of good
men, a man of broad views, full of sunshine
and true happiness. \Vhether we consider his
life or death, as we look back upon both, they
seem complete pictures, wanting in no single
line of grace or loveliness.
R esolved, That we cherish his grateful remembrance, and will endeavor to undertake in
his name some further work, that would have
met his approbation if he were living.
R esolved, That we put on record the sense
of bereavement we sustain as a Diocese, and
also our grateful appreciation of the kindly
se ntiments expressed by other religious bodies,
and especially by the citizens of Omaha in
public assembly. Every village and hamlet in
Nebraska and Dakota where he was known and
respected does assuredly sympathize with us.
Resolved, That we tender to his immediate
family and relatives our sympathy in their
personal affliction, which must be greatly
mitigated in view of his many toils and labors,
and in that he lives securely in the loving
remembrance of all who had the happiness
of his acquaintance, whether in church or
state.
R equz'escat z'n Pace.
R esolved, That a copy of the above be sent
to the widow and family of our late Bishop,
and to the "Church Guardian" and Omaha
papers.
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FROM THE CATHEDRAL VESTRY.

WHEREAS, It has seemed good to an inscrutable Providence to take out of this world the
soul of our Right Reverend Father in God,
Robert Harper Clarkson; and
WHEREAS, While yet his strength was
unabated and many years of pious service
seemed before him, he expressed the wish to
be interred in the Cathedral yard; and when
he lay on his sick bed and foresaw death near
at hand he repeated this wish, with the request
that it be communicated to this body for its
action in that behalf; and
WHEREAS, He gave to his Divine Master
and to His Church thirty-five years filled full of
labors which never remitted in severity and
zeal, and, fruitful to a singular degree, were rendered with an unfaltering and indomitable
spirit, and with a self-heedlessness never surpassed by any Christian hero, all which life of
toil was irradiated by a buoyancy, a grace, a
sweetness and loveliness that, covering from
the eyes of others the weariness and the anxieties of his life, made him ever a delight and
a strong support to all to whom it was given
to know and come near him; and
vVI-IEREAS, While we recognize the great
service which he gave to the more general
interests of the Church, the Board of Missions,
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the care of all the Churches, the nursing of the
schools, the planting and building up of charities, the assistance which by advice and encouragement and helpfulness he gave to his
brethren of the Episcopate, we here remember
with an unbounded gratitude what he was
pleased and zealous to do for this Cathedral
parish and congregation; his frequent preaching, full of a mellifluent and persuasive eloquence; his constant care of the interests of
the parish; his tender sympathy with all who
sought his counsel ; and, above all, his last
great work of building this beautiful Cathedral,
which will stand a true monument to his name
from generation to generation :
It is by this vestry of his Cathedral Church
Resolved, That, with deep and unfeigned
thankfulness that it was put into the heart
of the Bishop to desire to repose at last
under the shadow of his Cathedral, so that
these grounds shall _ be consecrated by the
sacred dust which they are to receive, this
vestry gives its unanimous consent to his
interment in the spot of his own selection,
under the great window of the south transept;
and we do undertake and promise that the
same shall be faithfully kept and cared for, as
a hallowed shrine to which men shall come to
pay the homage of their reverence and love.
Surely with a new meaning will be sung in the
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Cathedral, "Make them to be numbered with
Thy saints in glory everlasting."
Resolved, That, deeply sensible of the personal loss which each of us has sustained in
the death of our first Bishop, and mourning
for him as a more than kinsman, we cannot
forget the broken hearts of wife and children,
and brothers and sisters, to whom we give our
most sincere sympathies.
FROM ST. JAMES CHURCH, CHICAGO.

WHEREAS, on the tenth of March, in the
year of our Lord 1884, in the Cathedral City
of Omaha, it pleased God in His goodness to
call to the joy and peace of Paradise the soul
of ROBERT HARPER CLARKSON, first Bishop
of Nebraska, and for seventeen years rector of
St. James Church, Chicago, Illinois,
We, the rector, wardens and vestrymen of
said church, desire to place upon record the
following minute of respect and affection to
the memory of the departed prelate and
pastor.
The Reverend R. H. Clarkson, coming to us
directly from his alma mater, St. James College, Maryland, assumed the charge of this
parish in the spring of 1849, while yet in
deacon's orders; and by his untiring efforts, his
urbane manners, his loving interest, his wise
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administration, he so managed its affairs that
it secured for itself the position of the leading
parish in the Diocese.
He was preeminently the faithful pastor,
whose strength lay in his great and loving
heart, in his wide sympathy with the poor and
afflicted, in his interest in the children, who
were unconsciously drawn toward him by his
genial and affec tionate manners, in the earnestness and salf-sacrifice with which he labored
for the good of souls and the welfare of this
parish.
By his large-hearted devotion to his people,
his willingness to spend and be spent in the
attainment of any good for us, he speedily
captivated all our hearts and won for himself
and his Church an honored name wherever
known.
It is impossible in our minds to separate
the prosperity of this parish from his zealous
labors amongst us, and the prayerful solicitude
during the years that have intervened since
his departure from us.
It was the same spirit of self-sacrifice that
induced him to undertake the labors and
hardships of a Missionary Episcopate on the
frontier. What his work has been there, the
present flourishing condition of the Diocese of
Nebraska bears ample testimony.
Greatly beloved and sincerely mourned by
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all who knew him,-to no people or community was he more near and dear than to us of
this parish, his first and only charge until his
elevation to _the Episcopate. St. James Parish
will not easily forget Bishop Clarkson, whom
it was always glad to welcome and honor.
Consecrated as his life was to the Master's
service, we humbly believe that he has entered
into the rest that the Master has prepared for
all His true and faithful servants.
May he rest in peace, and may light eternal
shine upon him.
FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF NEffRASKA
COLLEGE.

WHEREAS, In the providential dispositions
of Him in whose hands we are; who doeth all
things for purposes wisely known only to
Himself, it has been the Almighty will to
transfer from labors earthly to a sphere higher
and holier, the honored and useful President of
Nebraska College, the Right Rev. Dr. Clarkson; therefore,
Resolved, That with that becoming reverence
due from creatures to their Creator, we bow
in humble submission to this Divine decree,
with full faith praying, Thy will, not ours, be
done.
Resolved, That while we can but feel the
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cau se of education, the Church, society and the
commonwealth at large have lost an able,
earnest friend, we rejoice that the works he
leaves us as an inheritance speak in language
more impressive than words we can frame or
utter of his having "fought the good fight,"
and left this world much the better for his
having lived in it.
Resolved, That while the mortal man has
gone from among us, and the immortal entered
upon that realm from whence come neither
tidings nor greetings, his life was an "epistle
known and read of all men."
Resolved, That with confidence we cite the
young men of this and other schools he inaugurated and directed, to his life and services as
worthy of imitation by all who aim for useful
lives.
R esolved, That the Secretary be requested
to forward a copy of these resolutions to the
family of our deceased President.
FROM THE TRUSTEES OF BROWNELL HALL.

Solemnly sensible of our great bereavement,
but humbly submissive to the behest of our
Heavenly Father, in the removal of our dear
Bishop from the midst of his labors to the rest
of Paradise, we, the Trustees of Brownell
Hall, of which Board the late Rt. Rev.
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Robert Harper Clarkson, D.D., LLD., was
President, and of which institution he was
visitor, here record an expression of our recognition of his noble service to Christian education, our great loss and profound sorrow.
By nature and grace he was wonderfully
fitted for a great teacher. A natural love for
the young, a proverbial thoughtfulness for their
happiness, a remarkably lovable nature, a singular simplicity and a wonderful adaptation of
word, action and even self to youthful taste,
feeling and comprehension, leave him an undying name as an educator; while with all his
actions and intercourse was unostentatiously
but inseparably blended the sublime benediction of the Apostle-like the ancient seer from
the Mount of God, as he delivered his simple
and holy precept-he was himself the least
conscious of the glory 'mid which he moved.
From the beginning of his Episcopate he
foresaw the necessity of institutions of learning for the building up of the Church. His
pastorals and public addresses abound with
this root idea. He founded such institutions
and fostered them with labor unwearying, care
incessant, and with the meagre means which a
new cou!1try could supply.
Brownell Hall for eighteen years has been
the child of his love. In his own Cathedral
city, under his own eyes, he has watched over
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and cared for it with all the solicitude of a
parent. When the school was in its weakness
and its success uncertain, with his wife and
family he made it his abode, became its rector, gave it the benefit of his constant oversight, taught daily, endowed it with the public
confidence of his own great reputation, and
replenished its empty treasury with his own
private means. For years in Brownell Hall the
young women of the West enjoyed the safety,
culture and refinement of a Bishop's home,
and up to the end, his birthdays were spent
and celebrated there.
Five hundred women educated in Brownell
Hall, now respected and useful, filling prominent places in society and in the Church, sent
forth with the late Bishop's blessing, and inspired by his spirit, will not fail themselves to
cherish and transmit to posterity affection and
veneration for his memory.
The late Bishop, himself the great exemplar
of holy character, and valuing it above every
accomplishment, founded a yearly medal to
stimulate its culture in Brownell Hall, and
any of the old pupils who is its happy pos?essor, will not fail to treasure and bequeath
as an heirloom this, his own dear estimate of
personal worth.
The last great task which our beloved and
lamented Bishop had set himself was to erect a
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building for Brownell Hall, suited to its needs
and the importance of its work. Since the completion of the hospital, his time and efforts were
employed in preparation for this undertaking.
He had already procured some of the means
necessary. The plans were ready to begin the
building with the opening spring, when, worn
and wearied by labor and suffering, his great
spirit sought repose.
We thank the Giver of all Good that thi s
great man's wisdom and courage and goodness
were spared to us so long. We are grateful
for the example he has left us, and we will
best prove our affection for his hallowed memory by completing the work which he has thus
begun.
If sympathy may venture to mingle itself
with sorrow so sacred, we offer ours to the
widow and children.

